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PRESENT: Nick Hurd MP, Cllr Carol Melvin, Sgt Alison Fanton, PC Dave Bell, Eileen Bowlt (guest speaker),       

13 officers and members of the NRA executive committee, approximately 70 residents 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Cllrs Seaman-Digby and Lewis, Miles Gillman and Richard 

Field. 

INTRODUCTION.  Tony Ellis, chairman, welcomed everyone to the 49th AGM of the NRA, especially those 

who had not attended one before, and invited guests. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. Tony Ellis began his report by reminding us that last year saw the deaths of his 

predecessor as chairman, Colin Harris and committee member Trevor Paes.  He ran through the main work 

and achievements of the committee during the last year: 

 Proposed development for Station Approach. Many residents participated in the consultation process 

carried out by Transport for London and Make:Good and the final recommendation was approved by 

nearly 80% of those who took part in the last stage. Naturally there were some residents who opposed 

any development and others who only wanted a smaller scheme but the larger development, which 

includes a new station, a new bus stop, shops, offices and dwellings in Station Approach and vehicle 

access by Central Way, prevailed. The NRA will, with the Save our Northwood Committee, put pressure on 

TfL to ensure that the existing businesses who wish to be relocated, are protected from financial loss 

during and after the development. From a personal point of view, I feel that we have achieved a 

tremendous result and TfL has worked very hard in winning our trust. 

TfL is now in the process of putting together a team to draw up plans for submission to the council, most 

likely late 2015 or early in 2016. They have assured us that residents will be consulted throughout this 

process and the NRA and SON will keep them to that promise. I believe that TfL will not want to lose the 

political capital that it has won during the last 12 months. There will be monthly meetings from May 

onwards. 

 Planning.  Our planning adviser, Jeffrey Bailey, has objected to several unwelcome schemes and either 

won outright or has gained major concessions. He has given freely of his time to advise residents as 

requested. Unfortunately personal commitments have resulted in his not having sufficient time to carry 

out his duties so he has passed the baton on to David Goodman. However, he will be around to advise 

David as necessary. Thank you Jeff for your sterling efforts. 

 Police Liaison.  Philip Green, our police representative, has been particularly active. Last autumn he was 

appointed chairman of the Northwood police ward panel and his enthusiasm and hard work have led to a 

much more proactive organisation. In particular a forum has been set up for local businesses and security 

advice given by the local safer neighbourhoods team. He has an extremely good working relationship 

with our new Inspector, Rob Bryan, Sergeant Alison Fanton, and our dedicated officers PC David Bell and 

PCSO John Usher. Sgt Fanton and her officers will be available to answer questions after the meeting. 

 Traffic and Highways.  Peter Lansdown was co-opted during the year to take charge of the traffic and 

highways portfolio. Our roads are deteriorating faster than they are being repaired and Peter has a full 

time job reporting potholes. Road humps (grandly called speed tables by the council) are a menace and 

constantly falling into disrepair. One elderly lady told me that as she was travelling on a bus along Green 

Lane towards Watford Road, the speed of the bus and the severity of the hump dislodged her denture. 

We are asking the council to reconsider their use. The “no turning” from Ducks Hill Road into Northgate is 

also receiving our attention.  
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 Environment.  Fiona Blackwell, environment, continues amongst other things to fight the plague of 

estate agents boards and dodgy pavements. 

  In fact, each of the Committee members has been working extremely hard on your behalf. 

 Noticeboards.  The noticeboard outside Waitrose is well used and we would like to place another in the 

High Street. Tony asked for approval to spend about £1200 to purchase another noticeboard; it was 

agreed by a show of hands. 

 Black Soda bar, Station Approach.  The LBH licensing committee recently granted this bar a late licence.  

It would seem that the only way in which we can get LBH to listen to our objections is to raise a petition 

against late licences for Northwood premises. It was agreed by a show of hands that such a petition be 

raised. 

 Newsletter.  You will have noticed that our last Newsletter was in colour and what an improvement it 

was. The colour version costs an extra £750 a year and unless you say otherwise, we intend to continue in 

colour. I know that you will agree with me that Ros Plume, our editor, does a tremendous job editing and 

producing the newsletter three times a year. She does however need the assistance of an advertising 

manager to contact the advertisers and collect the fees. If anyone would like to take the job on, and it’s 

not very onerous, would they please contact her? 

 Membership.  A thriving residents’ association needs a varied, strong, and active membership to be 

successful - as we were in the fight against TfL. The constantly changing profile of residents in 

Northwood, and the aging of officers, produces a challenge that is ever increasing and we don’t seem to 

attract the younger generation. If you have new neighbours, please encourage them to join the NRA and 

let your road steward or Paul Barker know. 

 Website.  We have an internet presence and a good website which is in the process of being updated and 

improved. However the website is not widely used. The website is regularly updated, gives details of 

events, useful phone numbers, links to other websites, details of committee members who can help you 

with problems and lots more interesting information. 

 Database.  We have a database of members’ email addresses that is sparsely populated. If you haven’t 

already done so, please let us have your email address so that we can contact you electronically. This is 

particularly important if there is an urgent message to send out, particularly one related to on-line scams 

or police messages. Attendance sheets are being circulated during the meeting so please take the 

opportunity of providing your email and postal address. 

 Road Stewards.  We are particularly short of Road Stewards as shown on the map in the foyer. If you 

have time, please volunteer. As I said previously, if you have new neighbours introduce them to the NRA. 

Every year I emphasise the importance of our Road Stewards who are the arteries of our organisation, 

providing the connection between residents and the Committee. 

 50th Anniversary.  February 9th2016 sees the 50th anniversary of the NRA and we think that it is a cause 

for celebration. There is an item under AOB when you can give us your ideas as to how we can do this. 

 Constitution.  Also under AOB there is an item for proposed changes to the Constitution. Jeff Bailey will 

explain the reasons for the changes, answer any questions and propose that the revised constitution be 

adopted. I hope that you will support the proposal. 

 Thanks.  Once again, it’s my pleasure to thank the committee for their hard work and support, to thank 

Nick Hurd for his continuing invaluable support and for pulling strings when necessary and to thank our 

councillors for answering our numerous questions and smoothing the path through council bureaucracy.  

Thanks also to Tina Williams who tends the station platform flowerbeds on our behalf, the daffodils are 

looking lovely. Last, but not least, I am indebted to secretary Ros Plume for keeping us on the straight 
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and narrow, producing minutes and agendas and, as editor, producing such a fine newsletter. Ros, thank 

you. 

 Conclusion.  As I mentioned in our last newsletter, I have completed 6 years as chairman and have 

agreed to stand for another year. Being Chairman of the NRA is a great privilege – and challenge – and I 

still enjoy the job. However, it is time that I had a potential successor and I look forward to someone 

stepping up to the plate very soon. 

The chairman welcomed Nick Hurd who had been an excellent MP. As parliament had been dissolved for the 

General Election, Nick would not be able to speak as our MP, but would be available to answer questions 

after the meeting. 

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS.  David Blowers, Treasurer, presented the audited accounts for the year ending 31st 

December 2014. There being no questions or issues raised, the accounts were taken as accepted. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.  The Treasurer explained that as many members pay more than the minimum 

subscription, the low minimum can be maintained. By a show of hands it was agreed to continue with a 

minimum rate of £2 per household and the Business member rate of £10. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. President Alan Prue conducted the election of officers.  He started by reiterating the 

chairman’s comments regarding the robust executive committee and singled out Tony Ellis and Jeff Bailey for 

their work on SON. There being no new nominations for the officers’ positions, the following were elected 

for the year by a show of hands: 

Chairman – Tony Ellis 

Vice chairman – Miles Gillman 

Treasurer – David Blowers 

Auditor – Chris Rogers 

ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.  The chairman reported that all of last year’s members wished to 

stand for re-election, but that there were no new nominations.  We do need a committee member to co-

ordinate the business membership; we can co-opt members during the year so he asked those present to 

give some thought to taking on the role.  He introduced those standing for election and they were elected 

unanimously by a show of hands: 

Jeffrey Bailey who was planning adviser, 
David Goodman his replacement, 
Fiona Blackwell responsible for environment 
Richard Field – health, 
Marie Francoise Meyer – membership, 
Paul Barker – chief road steward, 
Philip Green – police liaison, 
Mithu Chellaram – communications. 
Members who were co-opted during the year are 
Rikin Patel who represents local business and 
Peter Lansdown who takes care of Transport and Highways 
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ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT.  The chairman proposed that Alan Prue be re-elected as 
President and Valerie Mellor as Vice President. This was agreed by a show of hands. 
 
GUEST SPEAKER. Local historian Eileen Bowlt gave an illustrated talk entitled “Northwood – from Rural 
Hamlet to Leafy Suburb”.  She covered the history of Northwood from around 1300 when the monks 
associated with the Norman Abbey of Bec at Ruislip had a grange at Northwood, possibly on the site of the 
present Grange country house, through to the expansion of the town with the arrival of the Metropolitan 
line in 1887 and so to the present day.  It was fascinating to learn of the important resources that have been 
found in Northwood – chalk in Hallowell Road, chalk and flint in Dene Road, sand in Highfield Crescent and 
gravel from the Gravel Pits in Copse Wood Way. 
 
Questions from the floor covered the Forge, the depths of the chalk mines and what is happening at the 
Belair restaurant which is currently empty.  The Belair premises was originally The Ripple tearooms, 
Northwood’s oldest shop – possibility of getting the building listed? 
 
Alan Prue proposed a vote of thanks to the speaker to which the audience responded with a round of 
applause. 
 
AOB. 

1. NRA Constitution.  The proposal to make some changes to the constitution had been publicised in 
the March newsletter, on the website and on the noticeboards.  As there were no questions 
forthcoming, the chairman proposed that the new constitution be adopted.  This was agreed by a 
show of hands. 

2. NRA’s 50th Anniversary.  The chairman stated that the NRA had been formed on 9th February 1966 
and that the committee would like to do something to commemorate the 50th anniversary.  
Suggestions were invited from the floor. 

a. Mr Rahman suggested that the subscription could be raised to £10 and ID cards issued to 
members. The chairman asked Mr Rahman to put the details of his proposal in an email. 

b. Breda Nuttall thanked the committee for all the work it does and said that we could 
celebrate by stopping a night club opening in Northwood.  She described how she had done 
her best to inform neighbours of the application for Black Soda to remain open until 3am, 
but didn’t have time to object before the deadline.  Tony Ellis explained that the licensing 
laws are strictly defined and had been advised that our objections would not have been valid 
anyway. The only means of achieving anything is by a petition, as agreed to earlier. 

Tony asked that as there were no actual suggestions would the meeting approve a maximum figure 
the committee could spend on a celebration without having to call an EGM for that purpose? 
Comments: 

a. Agreed there is no need to call a meeting to fix funding; can we do something for charity? 
b. Prefer not to set the limit too low. 
c. Richard Plume.  For the Jubilee event we had a budget of £3,000, so I suggest we give Tony 

permission to spend up to £3,000 or £3,500. 
d. Happy with £3,500. Perhaps we could buy a clock for the centre of Northwood? 
e. We should not necessarily rely on NRA funds for the celebration, businesses such as 

Waitrose and the estate agents should be involved. 
f. Beverly White.  The event should involve young people. 
g. Valerie Mellor.  Bear in mind that the anniversary is in winter. 

The chairman asked for approval to spend up to £3,500, agreed by a show of hands. 
3. Blockbusters site.  Alan Klein questioned the refit that is taking place at this site in the light of TfL’s 

proposal to demolish and rebuild it. Tony Ellis replied that they have a similar lease to others renting 
from TfL and so are taking a risk.  It is to be an upmarket burger bar. Their application for extended 
opening hours will be heard next week.  Breda Nuttall reported that the planning officers had 
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recommended approval of their opening until midnight. She has researched other similar businesses 
and found that they are not generally open as late as midnight. 

 

OPEN FORUM.  Cllr Carol Melvin (CM) opened the forum by explaining that as she sits on council 

planning and licensing committees she could not speak about specific applications. 

Q1.  Breda Nuttall.  Please can you say on behalf of Northwood that late night licences are not wanted? 

We should have consideration for residents living near to bars and restaurants. When asked what closing 

time she considered reasonable, Mrs Nuttall said 11pm. Tony Ellis said we should look at opening times 

in e.g. Hatch End. 

Q2.  Tony Ellis.  The state of our roads is getting worse; does the council produce a schedule for road 

repairs and is it published?  

CM: I will get the schedule for roads and pavements for you. 

Q3.  David Blowers.  It would be better to spend money on maintenance rather than on traffic calming.  

CM: Calming is usually done at the request of residents. 

Q4.  Valerie Mellor.  Will Moor Park Road be resurfaced properly from Grove Road to Sandy Lodge Way?  

CM: Yes. 

Q5.  Peter Lansdown.  There used to be a list of works for a rolling three years, is it still available? 

CM: Not sure. 

Q6. Glenn Nuttall.  The middle section of Carew Road has not been resurfaced, but the ends have. 

CM: I think that this will be done when the crossing is installed; I will check. 

Q7.  What is the council’s policy on building houses on green spaces? 

CM: We will not build on green spaces, but will do so on brown sites. 

 

There being no further questions, the chairman thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting 

at 21.45. 

 


