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In this issue: 
Introduction from the new Chairman 

As someone who has lived and worked as a part of a  farming 
family  in South Buckinghamshire all my life I have always had a 
keen interest in the local countryside and in rural affairs. I am 
particularly enthusiastic that people should have access to and 
appreciate the countryside around them. 

As the large area of green space that is encountered  as you 
travel west from  London,  a home to many thousands of 
residents and businesses the Colne Valley Regional Park  has, 
since 1965, been steadfast it’s desire to  act as ‘champion’ for 
our precious local landscapes.   

When the management structure  was reformed in 2012   I was 
delighted to be asked to join the Board, initially  as Treasurer 
and now Chairman. Since then, the  Park has consolidated  its 
remit to include six core objectives whilst actively   seeking to be 
more inclusive of local businesses and community groups in 
addition to its traditional representation from local government. 
In performing my role  I have wide experience of helping to run 
local and national organisations that have a countryside slant and 
have post graduate  qualifications in  Countryside Management 
and Agriculture but more  importantly have  experience of 
business as a director of our family farming businesses. 

In undertaking my role as Chairman I am keen that the Colne 
Valley Park continues to promote our precious local landscapes 
whilst recognising that our area  is under huge developmental 
pressures from national  infrastructure projects, local housing 
and business needs to name but a few. I expect to lead the 
Regional Park to play a positive role in managing and 
mitigating  change whist never losing sight of  the value of our 
intrinsically rural character. I am particularly  encouraged by  the 
£2m+ lottery landscape partnership application –  I wish 
to  ensure the  Park  will assist in any way it can to achieve a 
success for this, including taking a lead role on delivering some 
of the projects where appropriate. 

The Regional Park is steadily becoming involved in positive 
management of local community green spaces, thanks to the 
professionalism of  its managing agents Groundwork. I aim to 
build on this. However I  recognise that this will not be without 
its challenges and that more must be done to raise the profile 
and  create value in the brand of the Regional Park. We must 
persuade more  local businesses and individual supporters to 
align themselves with us and ensure our financial sustainability. 

I look forward to the challenge.  

 
John Whitby Chairman, Colne Valley Park CIC 
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Meet the directors:  

My favourite place in the 
Colne Valley 

At a board away day directors were asked 
to list their favourite places in the Colne 
Valley. The board showed a good spread of 
choices across the Colne Valley. 

There were some surprising sites mentioned 
including the view over the M25 from a 
footpath east of Gerrards Cross. However 
many sites were mentioned for reasons 
such as it is “hard to imagine somewhere so 
tranquil is so close to London” several lakes 
were were also mentioned for their rich 
wildlife, one director described his lakeside 
“lunchtime walks after stressful meetings” - 
presumably not referring to Colne Valley Park board meetings!  

The Grand Union Canal and Slough Arm were mentioned as well as many of the Rivers, including the 
Colne at West Drayton because “I was born there, I learnt to fish there, I learnt to swim there” 

Iver & Yiewsley because “My first taste of the Colne Valley in 1977, walking in the inspirational steps 
of Richard Mabey and watching the countryside reclaim old industrial sites” 

The three Bucks Country Parks: Black Park, Langley and Denham Country Park got several mentions 

Ankerwycke in Wraysbury was highly rated because of the landscape history including the Magna 
Carta. Coopers Hill , on the opposite side of the Thames in Runnymede was also mentioned because of 
the views over the Colne Valley. 

 
 

Conservation Volunteering in the Colne Valley 

Volunteering is a fantastic opportunity, whatever your circumstances. 
Naturally it is a wonderful way to increase your experience of practical 
conservation work, and to increase employability in this sector. Indeed 
many conservation jobs depend on volunteering experience, and we 
endeavour to enhance our volunteers’ employability in the conservation 
sector where necessary. Volunteering is also a great excuse to get some 
exercise in the fresh air. Furthermore, it is a very good to meet new 
people and form friendships, over tea and biscuits! 
 
Groundwork South run conservation volunteering sessions which give 
our volunteers the opportunity to help manage green spaces, parks and 
nature reserves. Due to the fantastic range of habitats in the Colne 
Valley there is always a variety of tasks at hand! In addition to the 
different habitats different sites afford, tasks also vary according to the 
season. In the summer months, we focus on light construction work, 
removing non-native invasive species, and disposing of litter.  
 

We are lucky in the Colne Valley Regional Park to have so many opportunities for conservation 
volunteering with a wide variety of groups, including: 

 4 Wildlife trusts  

 3 Natural History Societies 

 Friends of Stockers Lake 

 Maple Lodge Conservation Society 

 Ruislip Woods Trust 

 Bucks Country Parks 
The Landscape Partnership project (see below) aims to 
support local groups that are actively looking after their 
local countryside 

 
If you are interested in volunteering in the Colne Valley , 
please pick up a copy of the ‘volunteer for wildlife’ 
leaflet from the Colne Valley Park Visitor Centre or email 
laura.howles@groundwork.org.uk, or call Laura on 
07736133467. 
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Potential Heathrow Expansion 

The Colne Valley Park CIC’s position of opposition to expansion of Heathrow airport was made clear 
in our response to the Government’s Draft Airports National Policy Statement where we referred to 
the impacts of the proposals  on wildlife, farming, functioning river systems, the landscape and how 
it is used by people eg for angling, walking and nature watching.  
 

As with all developments—loss of land, loss 
of open space loss of recreational space and 
loss of habitat does not come without 
responsibility for the developers to address 
the impacts on local landscapes, local 
wildlife and local communities.  
If Heathrow is to expand, the damage to 
local landscapes, rivers, biodiversity and 
communities will be hard to overcome 
without substantial support from developers 
to provide an equivalent or better 
environment, not only that but to provide an 
ongoing legacy for the sustainability of these 
environmental improvements.   
 
Development proposals have a very 
polarising effect on communities and we 
adopt a default position of not supporting 
development within the Regional Park that 
negatively impacts on the 6 objectives. 
However, our role is to take a very 
pragmatic view and aim to be part of the 
outcome for a better green infrastructure, to 
that end we will work with both developers 
and Local Authorities. 

 

We are in discussions with Heathrow Airport 
Ltd (HAL) and have been for some period of 
time. We are a member of the Heathrow 
Strategic Planning Group and whilst always 
being against the expansion of Heathrow, 
our approach to be part of the solution to 
the natural environment has been 
acknowledged by Heathrow Airport Ltd. 

Michael Nye, Director, Colne Valley Park CIC 

 

Colne Valley Landscape Partnership: 
Have your say on your local countryside 
 
The Colne Valley Landscape Partnership is seeking views on the Colne Valley and the proposed 
‘Landscape on the Edge’ bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund – and you can help!  Please take some time 
to fill in the questionnaire which may be found at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
ColneValleyLPS  If you are part of an organisation or have lots of followers on Facebook or Twitter, 
you can do one step better and share the link with members and friends!   

 

We are grateful to the Old Orchard pub, Harefield who have provided a £50 voucher. One lucky per-
son will win this voucher to dine at this attractive pub which boasts spectacular views over the Colne 
Valley.  Responses will help us better understand visits to the Colne Valley, help shape projects 
planned under the bid and provide  necessary evidence to grant decision-makers. Thanks for your 
time in helping us make the bid a success!  We are now a third of the way through the Development 
Stage process and will be submitting the bid for a £2.2M programme to the Heritage Lottery Fund in 
March 2018. 

Ewa Prokop, Groundwork South 

Harmondsworth Moor Country Park 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ColneValleyLPS
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ColneValleyLPS
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News in Brief 
Slough International Freight Exchange (SIFE):  We are delighted with the High Court decision to 
refuse right of appeal for the developer.  This follows on from a planning enquiry held last year where 
due to the input of Slough Borough Council, the Colne Valley Park CIC and others the secretary of 
state referred strongly to the impacts on the Colne Valley Park as a key part of the reason for why 
the proposed development should not go ahead.  

Ancient Woodlands: We have recently signed a 99 year lease for Wyatts Covert woodland, we will 
manage this alongside Northmoor Hill Wood  for the benefit of people and wildlife.  Historic maps 
show that this area has been continuously wooded since at least  C16th with a 1590 map naming the 
area as “Wyat Wood”. Funding  for woodland management has been secured from Grundon, Tesco, 
Heathrow Community Fund and the Bucks Community Foundation We are grateful for the support of 
local residents who help us through joining as members of the Friends of the CVP, conservation 
volunteering, opening & closing the car park. We are currently preparing a woodland management 
plan using Forestry Commission templates. 

Board changes: Cllr Nick Naylor, the Deputy Leader of South Bucks District Council, has taken over 
as Vice Chairman from David Payne.  Paul Graham has taken over as Treasurer from John Whitby 
who has taken on the role of Chairman. Over the last  few months the CIC has recruited some new 
directors to help strengthen the board.  

 Tony Booker – helps put across the voice of anglers on the board, he is prepared to roll sleeves 
up and lead action on the ground 

 Cllr. George Cooper – is trustee of Groundwork South and London Borough of Hillingdon 
councillor. He has been involved with the Colne Valey Park for many years.  

 Bradley Smith  is a director of Grundon Waste Management. He brings marketing skills and links 
with other corporates 
Richard Skehens and Denise Alder have stepped down after several years service and  Mike Nye will 
step down from this role as a director in July 2017. We are grateful for all of their efforts over the last 
few years. 
 
Introducing the Colne Valley: A short film can be seen by visiting the Colne Valley Park blog at 
https://colnevalleypark.wordpress.com/2017/01/09/colne-valley-park-video/ It explores how the 
Colne Valley is used such as for angling and farming, as well as the many attractions, like water 
sports, circular walks and the abundance of village pubs. It also touches on the threat of development 
to the Colne Valley. This film was produced by students at Brunel University and West London Film 
and Media CIC with support from the Heathrow Community Fund 

     The Colne Valley Park Community Interest Company    

www.colnevalleypark.org               Colne Valley Park                  @Colne_Valley 

Contact: Groundwork South, Managing Agents for the Colne Valley Park 

colnevalley@groundwork.org.uk  01895 839857 

 

Kingfisher Supporters:  

Ambush Security. Buckinghamshire Golf Club. Lakeside Energy from Waste. Red Squirrel Brewing Co. 

 

 

Our Supporters 

Many thanks for financial contributions from: Buckinghamshire County Council, Chiltern District 

Council, Colnbrook with Poyle Parish Council, Denham Parish Council, Friends of the Colne Valley 

Park, Iver & District Countryside Association, Iver Parish Council, London Borough of Hillingdon, Royal 

Borough of Windsor & Maidenhead,  South Bucks District Council 

Many thanks to our Corporate Supporters.  

Colne Supporters: 


