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Summer Reading
Challenge

Collect recycling bags
and green food caddy
bags from us.

We take small
electrical items for
recycling and have a
battery recycling point.

Brian Geminder
business@northwoodresidents.co.uk 

Library News

It is encouraging to know Northwood continues to be an attractive area for 
new and varied businesses.

OPENING TIMES
Tuesday – Saturday
10-1 & 2-5

Community
Partnerships

We've partnered with
Pets as Therapy,
Frithwood School,
CMSS Skills
Development
Centre and EDR
Care. Activities
include gardening,
crafts, STEM club and
more.

Award
Success

Our work has seen
us become a
regional finalist
for London in the
national Library of
the Year award
scheme.

Free for children 4+

Complete 4 visits over
the holidays to be
entered into a prize
draw! Small prizes
along the way.

Your Library,
Your Say

Regular events
include coffee
mornings,
Scrabble,
Storytime, English
conversation group,
STEM club and
more. What would
you like to see?

Hello Northwood. I am writing this from Northwood Library in our ‘pop-up’ location in
the Kate Fassnidge Centre. We are delighted to be part of the Northwood Community
and would love to tell you what we have been up to recently and what is to come.

BUSINESS NEWS Busy on the Business Front!
open this report with the news most readers must know by now that the Farm Restaurant on 
Green Lane closed down. As I write the property is currently on the market and under offer. I have
not been able to ascertain who the prospective buyer is but perhaps by the time you read my article
all will have been revealed. Needless to say, it is always sad to lose one of our local businesses. 

So I am delighted to be positive and report the news that a new home
care service has arrived locally and joined our membership roster.
Established by one of our local residents, Radfield Home Care will
serve Northwood, Pinner and Ruslip. So do check out their website for
full details or their advert in this NewsLetter.

Excitement on the business front continues with the opening of Urban Baristas in Rowland Place. It is part of an
Australian coffee franchise and judging by their website should be an interesting concept.

Another newcomer to Northwood will be the Smokers Room on the Rickmansworth Road near Mondial Cars and from
what I have learned cigars and wine will be on offer.

At our May AGM, Tony Ellis our chairman, asked those members who were present at the meeting if there was
anything they thought the NRA could do for them or the local area that we were not doing already. I therefore put
that question to you, our business members; please let me know how we can best serve you and in turn our local
residents. All suggestions will be given consideration and developed if possible.

Finally, a reminder that all our business members and the services they
provide are listed on our website under the Business Members tab, with
click-throughs to their individual sites.

I

We were lucky enough to be granted some funds from the Northwood ward budget with the help of Cllr Higgins. With this we
have also created partnerships with two local centres helping residents who suffer with disabilities with both CMSS skills
development Centre and EDR Care now set up as regular visitors. Our activities have included planting in our new portable
greenhouse, arts & crafts, grass head creating and other fun activities inspired around learning at the same time. 

Another way the budget has been used is to create Northwood STEM club. Young residents are encouraged to come and join
our club and learn about Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. We are exploring simple circuit building, planting,
simple robotics and more. 

I hope to get to see as many of you as we can over the next few weeks.
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At last it is cool enough to sit at my computer 
and compile a few words.

Now I am well into my 18  year as your Chairman
and still no one is knocking at the door. One of the
main purposes of the NRA is to make Northwood a
pleasant place in which to live so I have decided to
touch on some subjects that I think will help to
achieve that aim. I do hope that it doesn’t seem like
a personal gripe list.

th

As ever, my thanks and appreciation go to all of the NRA team
from Road Stewards to Committee members. Your hard work
and devotion make the NRA a success. Thanks also to our local
MP, Councillors and Police for their valuable contributions.

During this very hot weather, our thanks are due to Council
workers, who carry out their manual work as normal.

chairman@northwoodresidents.co.uk
Tel: 01923 821237

Many of us enjoy the peace of our gardens in the summer
months. Unfortunately quite a few residents employ
gardeners late into the evening, Saturday afternoons and
even Sundays. The noise created by machinery, especially
the ubiquitous leaf blowers, totally ruins the tranquility
and is most unwelcome. This is really antisocial behaviour.

Drivers who think that they own the road by speeding and
ignoring red traffic lights are both selfish and dangerous.
This includes motor cyclists, many of whom should lose
their licences.

Delivery motor cyclists, nearly all of whom display L plates,
are an absolute menace. One wonders why they are
allowed to ply their trade without passing a driving test.

Residents who put their rubbish out well before collection
time. The use of ordinary black bags enables foxes to
spread detritus everywhere. This is particularly bad in
Ducks Hill Road. I wish the Council would make residents
buy simple old-fashioned dustbins in which to place the
black bags. Such an easy solution.

From the Chairman

What are your thoughts? I’m happy to
start a debate on any of these topics.

A company by the name of Northern Trust Land has
notified residents of its intention to seek planning
permission to construct a development of 57 new homes.
The land concerned is about 10 acres of greenbelt situated
next to Mount Vernon Hospital and behind Carlton Place on
Rickmansworth Road. The Company has produced a leaflet
detailing the proposed plans and asking for residents’ views.
It has then asked to talk to those who respond by email. The
NRA has replied that it will only meet with them at a public
meeting and we would ask you not to meet or talk to them
individually.

The NRA totally objects to the proposed plans for the
following reasons. The site is greenbelt land, the access point
onto Rickmansworth Road is unsafe, the nearest state
secondary schools are in Northwood Hills, there are
insufficient nearby medical facilities and the nearest shops
are not within walking distance.

Still no news as to when, where or even if we are to get a
new library. When asked about news, Cllr Steve Tuckwell,
the Council Leader, replied “There is no substantive update at
present, but I will be happy to let you know should that change.”
 
Not much encouragement there!

Tony Ellis   BEM

SUBJECTS FOR COMMENT

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

We will keep you informed of further developments.

REPLACEMENT LIBRARY

INTRODUCTION

For many weeks the traffic lights at this junction have been
wrongly phased causing heavy traffic congestion. David
Carson, our Traffic and Highways representative, has had an
ongoing battle with Transport for London, the body
responsible for their maintenance. Initially TFL said that their
computers showed that the lights were functioning correctly.
David would not accept this response and his constant
badgering caused TfL to come and physically inspect the
sequencing and finally correct the malfunction. 
Well done David. See his detailed report on page 5.

The May Council elections saw the departure of Richard Lewis,
re-election of Henry Higgins and the election of Ekta Gohil
(see page 11). Our Councillors hold surgeries at the pop-up
library in the Fassnidge Centre on the 4  Saturday of every
month between 10.30 and 11.30. Do take the opportunity to
discuss your points with them.

th

MOUNT VERNON HOSPITAL AND 
MOUNT VERNON CANCER CENTRE

Many of you have raised concerns about the future of these
two separate organisations.

Mount Vernon Hospital is run by The Hillingdon Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust in the newer part, which still has 10 years to
run on its lease and the operating theatres are being fully
utilized. With the pending construction of the new hospital at
Hillingdon, several departments have been transferred to
Northwood so the site has become extremely busy. The new
Hillingdon Hospital will not be open until 2034 at the earliest.

The Cancer Centre is operated by East and North Hertfordshire
NHS Trust. As you will read on page 13, the future of the
Cancer Centre is under review. The solution is a new hospital
to be built adjacent to Watford General which itself is to be
rebuilt. Due to long lead times the Centre will continue at
Mount Vernon for many years to come

DUCK’S HILL ROAD TRAFFIC LIGHTS

LOCAL ELECTIONS

CONCLUSION
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Meet your new Chief Road Steward

How to search for a planning application

It is easy to search for a planning application on the LHB portal using the
following link to access the plans and other papers submitted by the applicant:

www.planning.hillingdon.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningSearch

Just enter the first part of the address in the 'Location', box, and
then 'View,' the documents.

Planning Matters Keeping you informed about planning
issues that affect our community.

Applications update
There have been 55 planning applications since the last
Newsletter and, out of those, I submitted objections or
comments on 12 of them on planning grounds directed at the
adverse impact on the neighbours, or others, affected. 
The majority of applications continue to be for extensions to
existing properties, but also a small number for the
demolition of the whole building and erection of a new build
house or flats.

Trevor is always willing to advise

Dealing with planning applications that affect you is
something that is a one-off for most, and I'm happy to help
guide through the process those neighbours or others
affected and who are concerned about a planning
application close by.

It remains the case that, once approved, only the applicant can
appeal against the decision except on a point of process, which is
very limited indeed. Therefore, all applications that might affect
you should be studied and dealt with, preferably within the
timescale referred to on the LHB planning portal.

How to submit an objection

Where you are adversely affected, you can submit an
objection directly onto the LHB Planning portal. This is
easy to do after viewing the documents, by going back
to the first page and entering the objection by pressing
the ‘Enter Comment’ box.

If you have any difficulty submitting your
objection, then I will be pleased to help you.

Perhaps a petition would help?

If you want to present your case personally to the
Planning Committee, then you can do so by producing a
petition with a minimum of 20 signatures of any residents
living within the LB Hillingdon. That will entitle you to
speak at the Planning Committee meeting for up to 5
minutes, and it's shown live on YouTube. I can help draft
the petition and work with you on the proposed
presentation to the Planning Committee.

Update on the Former Police Station

The Planning Appeal has been refused for the change of
use to a children's nursery for 98 children. It was refused
because the on-site parking is insufficient and would lead
to overspill on the surrounding roads, which, at times, are
already congested, and this use would add to that
congestion.

I would like to thank again all those residents and local
nurseries who helped to produce the evidence to put
before the Planning Inspector, and Cllr Lewis and those
who attended the all-day hearing and spoke.

Trevor Sherling
planning@northwoodresidents.co.uk

Thank you for your support

During this past year of preparation, it has been invaluable to receive
help and support from the Chief Road Steward, Paul Barker, and I take
this opportunity to thank him and to endeavour my utmost to emulate
him in the role. Paul will not be leaving NRA completely, since he still has
a role as both Road Steward and Area Road Steward.

An essential role

The role of Road Stewards cannot be underestimated. As well as being
fellow resident contacts for the Northwood community, in delivering the
newsletters by hand, Road Stewards these days save us the considerable
costs of delivering by post - over £8000 each year! Such has been the
soaring increase in postage costs in recent years.
 
As Chief Road Steward, it falls to me to continue with the regular appeal
for more Road Stewards. We have lost two more since the last issue,
which means I will have to personally deliver to 60 more addresses until a
replacement can be found. Please do send me an email if you are
interested to give this a try, and I would be delighted to hear from you.

Could you help? If you are interested in becoming a Road Steward and would like to give it a try, please do get in touch

chiefroadsteward@northwoodresidents.co.uk. I would be delighted to hear from you.

Chief Road Steward &
Data Protection OfficerA personal note

To summarise my background, I was born in Pinner

and stayed there until after graduating from

university, then relocated to south London for 30

years. 

In 2020, the arrival of COVID affected the lives of

many, and I decided to uproot and move to assist

my parents who had moved to Northwood in

1987. Some months after my father's death in

2021, I responded to an appeal for a Road Steward

and, following in my father's footsteps, decided to

join. 

The next four years saw progress through the

ranks to Area Road Steward, until I was

approached a year ago to consider the role of

Chief Road Steward, and so here I am.
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20mph Speed Limits

Ducks Hill / Rickmansworth Roads Traffic Signals
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Traffic and Highways

Since my last update, speeding has continued
to be the issue most frequently raised by
residents and remains our highest priority.

Members have contacted us expressing genuine concern
about vehicle speeds on a number of roads, particularly
Ducks Hill Road, The Avenue, Rickmansworth Road,
Dene Road/Sandy Lodge Way and Kewferry Road. The
latter is already subject to a 20mph speed limit, yet
residents continue to report vehicles travelling well in
excess of that limit.

Our lobby has resulted in speed surveys being conducted
in Kewferry Road and Sandy Lodge Way, the results of
which we hope to receive shortly.

We will continue engaging with Hillingdon Council
regarding these apparent "hot spots" to explore what
measures may be appropriate. However, experience
suggests that securing funding for traffic-calming
measures together with achieving peace and safety is
extremely difficult, so we will try to present significant
challenges. Nevertheless, these concerns have been
clearly identified and will remain a priority for the
Association.

In my previous newsletter, I raised the question of
whether the Association should consider the wider
introduction of 20mph speed limits across Northwood,
or perhaps on selected residential roads. Transport for
London’s (TFL) 20mph initiative, which has been applied
across many central London boroughs, is widely seen as a
success, the result of which the Association has been
repeating. TFL’s data (May 2025) showed a 34% reduction
in people killed or seriously injured on borough roads, a
35% decrease in total collisions, and a 75% reduction in
child deaths.

While some critics argue that they cause congestion,
studies indicate they have a negligible impact on overall
journey times.

This prompted some useful discussion on calling for a
wider use of 20mph limits in Northwood, although the
Association has not adopted an official position. We
remain very much in the information-gathering phase and
are keen to hear a broad range of views before reaching
any conclusions.

If you have thoughts—whether supportive or otherwise—
we would be delighted to hear from you. Understanding
residents’ views will help inform any future discussions
with Hillingdon Council and ensure that any position we
eventually take reflects the views of our members.

David Carson
traffichighways@northwoodresidents.co.uk

We have also been engaging with TFL regarding concerns raised
by residents and about the operation of the signal-controlled
junction at Ducks Hill and Rickmansworth Roads.

One issue relates to the current signal time. Residents have
reported instances where vehicles appear to continue
entering the junction after conflicting traffic has already been
given a green signal. We have raised these observations with
TFL because the safe operation of the junction must remain
the overarching priority.

A second concern relates to the junction’s adaptive traffic
signal system. The signals are designed to vary green times
automatically according to traffic demand on each approach.
However, residents have questioned whether the current
operation accurately reflects actual traffic conditions.

In particular, we have observed occasions where substantial
queues develop on Rickmansworth Road while
comparatively lighter traffic on Ducks Hill continues to
receive relatively generous green phases. This has, in turn,
contributed to delays for vehicles emerging from
Kewferry Road and neighbouring side roads.

TFL has advised us that its vehicle detection equipment is
functioning correctly. Whilst we welcome that reassurance,
we are now gathering empirical evidence from observations
over a range of days and traffic conditions to establish
whether the signals are operating as intended in practice.

Improving traffic flow is important, but so too is ensuring
that signal times do not inadvertently encourage impatient
driving. That might seem counter intuitive, but the fact that
TFL has the potential to heighten collision risk, and we have
asked TFL to consider this carefully as part of its ongoing
review.
HOW YOU CAN HELP

Evidence is always more persuasive than anecdote. If you have
experienced excessive delays at the Ducks Hill/Rickmansworth
Road junction, witnessed vehicles entering the junction after the
signals have changed, or have concerns about speeding elsewhere
in Northwood, I would be very grateful to hear from you.

Where possible, please include:
the location;
the date and approximate time;
a brief description of what you observed; and
if appropriate, photographs or dashcam footage (provided
these can be shared safely and lawfully)

Residents’ observations play an important part in helping us build
a robust community that will grow with Hillingdon Council and
TFL. The stronger the evidence we can present, the stronger our
case for improvements.

As always, if there are any traffic or highways matters affecting
your road or neighbourhood, please do get in touch. While we
cannot guarantee every issue can be resolved, we will always seek
to ensure that residents’ concerns are heard and properly
considered by the relevant authorities.



Know your waste collection day and place
your rubbish out correctly — and please
do your bit to help keep your
neighbourhood tidy.

Don’t forget to keep your

hedges cut back as people

like to use the pavement.

   Treasurer’s Update
Thank you all for paying so promptly this year.

Please include your
name and house number
or address/Postcode
when paying by 
BACS to help us keep
records correct.

4 KBH HA6 2UY

BANK DETAILS Jan Harding

treasurer@
northwoodresidents.co.uk

Cash or cheque payments may be returned via your Road Steward or Sharmans.

EXAMPLE:

Northwood Residents Association
HSBC  40-35-08
Account number: 30614971

Helpful Neighbours Clear-Up 
Putting rubbish out on the correct day helps keep our streets tidy and

prevents animals from spreading waste across the neighbourhood.

Around Northwood there are plenty of foxes, squirrels and

birds that love to pick open plastic rubbish bags containing

discarded food, leftovers and general waste from our

homes. The contents are then often strewn across our

pavements and roads.

Smelly rubbish bags attract these animals, and they are

clever, often remembering where rubbish has been left out

each week, so they come back and become regular

scavengers. It is we humans that are at fault. If we place the

household waste bag or smelly bag inside a dustbin with a

lid, then there is nothing to peck or claw open.

Helpful neighbours and quick clear-up

Kind neighbours often go out and clear away the mess in

some locations. In other places someone has to contact

Street Cleansing using the Council report-it online

service, and to be fair, our council is pretty quick to

action clear-up matters.

What residents can do

However, there are some residents who place rubbish

out days ahead of their regular waste collection day and

others who appear to like placing rubbish out a day or

two after the collection day. This gives animals so much

more time to find the tasty morsels and strew the

rubbish all over our pavements and roads. Do we want to

look like a landfill site? Or could we think to place our

household rubbish out the night before the correct

council collection day?

Where rubbish gets onto roads it can be spread more

widely as vehicles drive over it. A speedy clear-up can

help, so know your waste collection day and place your

rubbish out correctly – and please do your bit to help

keep your neighbourhood tidy.

If rubbish is scattered,

residents can report it to

Street Cleansing via the

Council report—it online

service.

Businesses too
Exactly the same message applies to those in commercial and business

premises. If you are using a commercial contractor to clear your waste

materials, contract for a specific time / day of collection and organise your

waste put-out to match that time/day. If your contractor cannot offer a set

collection time/day of week or does not keep to a regular schedule, then

change that contractor. It is disgusting when business or commercial waste

remains on pavements for days and days. 

If you are guilty – just sort it now, please!

Scattered waste on pavements Overflow and bagged recycling left out

Roadside litter after collection Waste spread across the street

If you are going on holiday or away at a collection time

and need your rubbish put out, then a bin put back after

waste collection, do ask a neighbour or friend to help. 

Andrew Egan 
environment@northwoodresidents.co.uk 

Pavement Mayhem
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The full minutes of the meeting are available
to download from the NRA website.
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Representing
Northwood Residents
Since 1966

Ros Plume

The Chairman introduced each of the members standing for

(re-) election. Those elected are:

David Carson – Traffic & Highways

Vik Chudasama – Newsletter

Andrew Egan – Environment

Brian Geminder – Business Membership

John King – Membership Secretary

Hoda Lacey – Police Liaison

Sue Mansfield – Minutes Secretary

Rajen Shah – IT Systems

Richard Shave – Chief Road Steward

Trevor Sherling – Planning Advisor

Following Valerie Mellor’s decision to step down, the out-

going executive committee recommended that 

Chris Duffy be appointed President in her place. This was

approved by those present.

Our 60th Annual General Meeting

Chairman, Tony Ellis reported on the executive 
committee’s activities during 2025.

Jan Harding, Treasurer, presented the accounts for
2025, and the annual subscription of a minimum of £3 per
household and £10 per business was confirmed. 

Chris Rogers agreed to continue as Independent
Examiner.

The resolutions to amend the NRA Constitution as
detailed in the Spring Newsletter were passed.

President Valerie Mellor conducted the election of officers:

Chairman – Tony Ellis

Vice Chairman – Miles Gillman

Treasurer – Jan Harding

Secretary to the Executive Committee – Ros Plume

Appointment of the President: 

Presentations were made to Valerie Mellor who stepped down as

President after 40 years involved with the NRA committee, and to

Paul Barker who has retired following 14 years as Area Road

Steward and Chief Road Steward.

Our guest speaker, Cllr Philip Corthorne, gave a most

entertaining and informative talk about his experiences as 

Mayor of Hillingdon 2025 – 2026.

Open Forum. The meeting was rounded off by a Q&A session with

Cllr Ekta Gohil, Cllr Henry Higgins and Sgt Gareth Blackburn.

secretary@northwoodresidents.co.uk

Key Business

Election of Officers

Election of the Executive Committee.

Presentations

Thursday 21st May  |  Northwood Methodist Church, Oaklands Gate HA6 3AA



If you are a Northwood
resident and you are not
already a member – or if you
have a neighbour who you
can encourage to join-
please visit our website at
www.hillingdonnhw.co.uk
where you will find full
instructions on how to sign
up. 

Membership is free, it’s a
national organisation, and
it’s a great way to be part of
your community!

If quad bikes are causing a nuisance in Hillingdon,
responsibility for tackling the issue is split between the
police and Hillingdon Council, depending on where the
vehicles are being ridden.

Your local SNT under the
leadership of Sgt Gareth
Blackburn has achieved
admirable results with their
zero-tolerance approach to
shoplifting in Northwood. 

It is with the support of the
local community that
officers are able to work
with residents to make
Northwood safer.

Quad Bikes – What Residents Should Know

It is completely illegal to ride quad bikes in public parks,
open spaces, or on pavements. They can only be legally
ridden on private land with the explicit consent of the
landowner.

If the quad bikes are being driven recklessly, speeding,
or driving on public roads and pavements, it is a criminal
and traffic offence.

For more information, please see the police page on our
website: www.northwoodresidents.co.uk

1

Local Policing
from the NRA Police Liaison Officer Ward Panel, NRA Police Liaison

Police@northwoodresidents.co.uk

Neighbourhood Watch – Stronger Together
Thank you to all of our Northwood residents

for your continued support of the Metropolitan Police and Hillingdon Neighbourhood Watch.

Membership of HNW in
Northwood has risen from
10.3% to 11.4% since our last
article, which is very good
news for community
engagement. Northwood now
sits above the Ward average
for the Borough which is
10.5% at the time of writing.

Our longer-term aspiration of
a 20% average across all
Wards on our Borough draws
closer with each new member
who joins.

Helping the police to make
Northwood a better place in
which to live, work, and relax.

By ticking “The Police” as a
messaging source when you
sign up, you will also receive
messages directly from the
police Met Engage system.
Please also consider joining
CCTV Watch – full instructions
can be found :

https://www.hillingdonnhw.co.
uk/information/cctv-watch

Decades of global data confirm a predictable spike in
overall criminal activity during warmer periods, 

typically peaking during the summer months.

Your Neighbourhood Watch and MetEngage
both have useful advice. Do read their alerts
which come straight to your mail box.

If you are a Northwood resident and you are not already a
member – or if you have a neighbour who you can encourage
to join – please do so. https://www.metengage.co.uk. 
Or scan the QR above.

And don't forget to tick the Neighbourhood
Watch Box. They send different alerts through the
same portal.

Your Northwood Safer Neighbourhood Ward Panel
continues to receive, monitor and discuss quarterly
crime figures.

Some of you have been complaining about quad bikes
in and around the Copsewood area.

Our Safer Neighbourhood Team are aware of the
complaints and are investigating. Please continue to
report these as outlined below.

Hoda Lacey

Chairman of Northwood Police

Under Section 59 of the Police Reform Act, police officers
have the authority to seize and confiscate quad bikes being
used illegally or anti-socially.

1. Local SNT Progress 2. Membership Growth 3. How to Join 4. Member Benefits
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Northwood Ward Policing Update

These combined efforts have delivered positive results. After an initial increase in reporting—
reflecting improved confidence—offences have begun to fall. Notably, the shoplifting
detection rate in Northwood now stands at 35%, significantly higher than average.

The team has also remained active in community engagement and continues
to support wider investigations using strong local knowledge.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

35%

Gareth Blackburn | PS 242WA
Safer Neighbourhood Policing team, Hillington
Ruislip Police Station, Manor Rd, Ruislip

W: www.met.police.uk

E: gareth blackburn@met.pnn.police.uk

Mob: 07917 935127

YOUR LOCAL CONTACT

“The West London Way”

Your local policing team continues to tackle the issues that matter most—making Northwood 
a safer, more confident community for everyone.

TARGETED ACTION TO START THE YEAR
Over the past year, the Northwood Ward policing team has continued to focus on tackling key local
concerns, including shoplifting, anti-social behaviour, and drug-related activity. The year began with a
targeted three-day operation, which led to multiple arrests, disruption of drug supply networks, and
close partnership working with the council and other agencies.

A LONGER-TERM, PROBLEM-SOLVING APPROACH
Since then, officers have adopted a longer-term, problem-solving approach. This includes rebuilding trust
with local businesses to encourage crime reporting, alongside a clear zero-tolerance stance on shoplifting.
Repeat offenders have been targeted through Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBOs), while enforcement action
has also been taken against addresses linked to criminal activity, including closures and evictions.

POSITIVE RESULTS AND IMPROVING CONFIDENCE

ENGAGED IN THE COMMUNITY

Working together for a safer Northwood

The shoplifting detection
rate in Northwood now

stands at 35%, significantly
higher than average.
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Supporting Hospice Care

Standing Up for Local Health Services

Raising Concerns in Parliament

Positive Progress for New Hospital

Finally, I am grateful to the Ark
Synagogue and the Northwood and

Ruislip United Synagogue for inviting
me to visit. These were an opportunity

to discuss the priorities for – and
issues facing – the Jewish community,
both in Northwood and more widely. I

am also pleased to receive positive
feedback about local police teams,

who are offering crucial reassurance
at this volatile time.

Newsletter No 193 Summer 2026

Prep School     Senior School     Sixth Form

A Message From Our MP, David Simmonds

I continue to stand up for our community – championing local health
services, fair decisions, and the issues that matter most to residents.

It was a privilege to run in support of the Michael Sobell Hospice at this year's London
Marathon. Thanks to the generosity of residents, friends and family, I raised over £1700 for
the charity. I hope this will make a valuable contribution to their important work.

Local health matters continue to be a priority. After closing the urgent care centre last year, NHS
England recently published its consultation findings on proposals to move the cancer centre from
Mount Vernon to Watford General. Removing key services from the site has left residents
understandably concerned about its future, as well as the accessibility of healthcare locally.

I had the opportunity to raise this at Prime Minister's Questions in April, in the hope that it
would encourage engagement and action from the very top of government. However, almost two
months later, I received a reticent and non-committal letter from the Health Minister, Karin
Smyth. It is hardly surprising given the lack of interest from the Department ahead of the urgent
care centre closure, despite overwhelming support to keep it open.

On that note, despite assurances from management that the move from Mount Vernon to Hillingdon
has been going well, resident experiences suggest otherwise. In fact, I understand the Trust recently
put out a request on social media essentially advising against travel to A&E because it was
'extremely busy'. This is a key concern I raised at the time so while there is a temptation to say 'I
told you so', it is more important to stress that patient health should not suffer because of poor
decision-making. As such, I have raised this with the Trust, and I will continue to hold them to
account.

In more positive local health news, the Northwood and Pinner Cottage Hospital is reaching
completion. I have said many times before that this project has been long overdue, and I am
delighted that residents will soon benefit from a high-quality health facility. I look forward to
visiting the site soon.

Following the introduction of ULEZ by the Mayor of London, residents may have – in good faith –
given up their non-compliant cars to invest in electric vehicles (EVs) or plug-in hybrids. The current
Government has announced these will soon be subject to a new Pay Per Mile scheme, which could
amount to an additional £172 per year for many constituents who own an EV.

Listening and Taking Action
I am deeply sympathetic to drivers in Northwood who are still adapting to Sadiq Khan's
reckless ULEZ expansion and this further proves that it was nothing more than a revenue
raising exercise. I will be engaging on this matter as we move forward into the summer.

With staff at Mount Vernon Cancer Centre

Keeping the Trust Accountable

ULEZ Expansion – A Cost for Local Drivers

To contact Northwood
MP, David Simmonds CBE:

You can follow his work on the website:
www.davidsimmonds.org.uk
and on Twitter: @DSimmonds_RNP
or Facebook: DavidSimmondsMP

I continue to serve and
support residents through my
office and regular surgeries.

If you would like to get in touch, or
follow updates, please use the

contact details above.

Email: david.simmonds.mp@parliament.uk
House of Commons, Westminster,
London, SW1A 0AA
Constituency: 10 Village Way, Pinner, HA5 5AF

”
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Michael
Sobell
House

Harlington
Hospice

Your local hospice

Supporting local people
when they need us most

Many people know of hospices, but fewer realise the range of care and support they provide. At Harlington Hospice,
we help local people and their families through some of the most difficult times in their lives.

Based at Michael Sobell House in Northwood, our teams provide specialist care for people living with
life-limiting illnesses, helping them feel comfortable, supported and in control. We care for the whole
person, not just their illness, supporting families too.
We are proud that our recent Care Quality Commission (CQC) inspection rated Michael Sobell Hospice as Good,
recognising the quality of care we provide and the improvements we continue to make. The report highlighted the
strength of our leadership, our focus on learning and improving, and the exceptional way our teams work together
with patients, families and healthcare partners.

Most importantly, our care is built around what matters to each person, whether that means managing
symptoms, supporting independence, or helping someone achieve their wishes.
As a local charity, we rely on our community. Every donation,
volunteer and act of support helps us continue providing free
care when it is needed most.

Whether you need support or would 
like to support us, visit harlingtonhospice.org.

Compassionate
care, close to home.



A message from your
Northwood Ward Councillors

It remains a real privilege to
represent Northwood, and we look

forward to continuing to work hard
on your behalf over the coming years.

Many residents will already know Henry through his long service to the area and his work on planning matters across
the borough. 

Ekta joins the ward following four years representing residents elsewhere in Hillingdon and is delighted to now have
the opportunity to serve the Northwood community. Although newly elected to the ward, she has a strong connection
to the area and continues to spend much of her time in Northwood.

At the Council's Annual Meeting in May, a new Cabinet was appointed following the local elections.

Councillor Steve Tuckwell was elected Leader of the Council, succeeding Councillor Ian Edwards, with Councillor
Richard Mills appointed Deputy Leader. The new administration has also brought changes to a number of Cabinet
portfolios, including planning, housing, finance, residents' services, community services and children's services. We look
forward to working with the new Cabinet team on the issues that matter most to Northwood residents.

Committee appointments have also been agreed for the coming municipal year. Henry has been appointed Vice Chair
of the Audit, Finance & Performance Committee, and Ekta has been appointed Chair of the Children, Families, Health
& Care Select Committee.

These committees play an important role in holding decision-makers to account and ensuring council services continue
to deliver for residents. The Children, Families, Health & Care Select Committee scrutinises services for children and
families, education, social care and local health services, while the Audit, Finance & Performance Committee oversees
the Council's finances, governance and performance.

Closer to home, we continue to work on a range of local issues raised by residents, including highways, licensing
matters, fly-tipping, anti-social behaviour and protecting the character of Northwood. We are also continuing to engage
with the Council regarding the future of Northwood Library.

As always, if there is an issue affecting you or your neighbours, please do get in touch. We are here to help and
represent your views. We hold our regular ward surgeries on the fourth Saturday of every month (except August and
December) from 10:30–11:30am at the Northwood pop-up library.

Finally, with summer now upon us, we hope you are able to enjoy everything Northwood has to offer. Whether that is
spending time in our green spaces, supporting our local businesses or attending one of the many community events
taking place across the area, we wish you a wonderful summer.

Our very best wishes to you all.
Cllr. Ekta Gohil  Cllr. Henry Higgins

hhiggins@hillingdon.gov.uk egohil@hillingdon.gov.uk

Councillors Ekta Gohil and Henry Higgins reflect on the recent local elections,
new council appointments and the issues that matter most to Northwood residents.

Firstly, we would like to pay tribute to
Councillor Richard Lewis, who
served Northwood residents with
dedication and distinction for 24
years. His commitment to the
community and tireless work on
behalf of residents made a lasting
difference, and we know many will
join us in thanking him for his years
of service and wishing him well for
the future.

We would also like to thank everyone
who supported us in the recent local
elections. 

Ward surgeries: fourth Saturday of every month (except August and December), 10:30–11:30am, Northwood pop-up library.
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The Hillingdon
Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust
Fit for our future

TRUST NEWS & REDEVELOPMENT UPDATES Building a healthier future for our community

SEGMENT 1

1. National Oversight Framework Position

SECOND HIGHEST
IN THE COUNTRY

Hillingdon and Mount Vernon theatres have achieved the position of second in the country for
Elective Theatre Utilisation, at a rate above 90% in March. This outcome is a result of the whole team
supporting the productive use of operating theatre time, staff, and resources, in order to treat the
highest number of patients safely and efficiently. Efficient booking practices and consistently starting
lists on time have also been pivotal in maximising theatre utilisation, as well as having clear,
standardised processes to manage theatre preparation.

UK FIRST

3. Hillingdon is UK first for respiratory study
Hillingdon Hospital is the first site within the UK to enrol a patient into an international respiratory
study known as ENDURA2. 
ENDURA2 is an international multi-centre phase 3 respiratory study for adult participants with Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD). This development represents an important milestone for
respiratory research at our Trust and highlights the commitment of the local research and clinical teams,
led by Dr Samantha Kon, to delivering high‑quality commercial trials. It also demonstrates the Trust's
capability to support complex study set-up and early recruitment, positioning Hillingdon as an active and
reliable site for future research.

NEW HOSPITAL
FOR OUR FUTURE

4. Builder appointed for new Hillingdon Hospital
Laing O'Rourke has been appointed as the builder for the new hospital that will support staff, patients
and local communities. They have experience in major healthcare infrastructure projects and a strong
track record of working with NHS organisations across the country. We know we still have much to do
to realise our ambition to provide our services in a modern, purpose-built space supported by the latest
technology, and to transform our patient and staff experience. It will enable us to work more efficiently,
improve collaboration across teams, and continue delivering the very best care for our community for
many years to come. Subject to contracts being signed, Laing O'Rourke will begin working with us this
year to support the development of the design for our new hospital ahead of construction.

NEW ROBOT FOR
KNEE SURGERY

We are proud to share that Hillingdon Hospitals has achieved the highest rating in the NHS
National Oversight Framework (NOF), securing a Segment 1 ranking in the national
performance dashboard. This is a significant milestone in our improvement journey and reflects
the outstanding commitment and hard work of our staff.

The NOF assesses NHS providers against key measures including financial sustainability,
operational performance and quality of care, with Segment 1 representing the strongest level of
performance. We are placed 17th nationally among acute Trusts, rising from 27th in the
previous quarter.

While we recognise that this is a continuous process, this achievement demonstrates how far we
have come and highlights the strong foundations we have built for future success.

2. Theatre utilisation – second highest in the country

5. New robot for knee surgery
A new robot for knee surgery is coming to theatres at Mount Vernon Hospital in September. The
robot is expected to reduce length of stay in hospital for many knee surgery patients, with some
able to go home the same day as their procedure. The robot supports our priority to be at the
forefront of advanced surgical technology. 

thh.nhs.uk/redevelopment-of-Hillingdon-hospitali For more information visit:

NHS
The Hillingdon Hospitals

NHS Foundation Trust

17 nationallyth

Emer Delaney
Director of Communications

emer.delaney1@nhs.net
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Mount Vernon Cancer Centre
Next steps to secure the future of specialist cancer services

MOUNT VERNON
CANCER CENTRE

Patients with blood cancer can no longer be treated at Mount Vernon Cancer Centre
Some patients with complex medical needs already receive treatment elsewhere
Early-phase clinical trials cannot be delivered on the current site
Some patients require transfer by ambulance to other hospitals during treatment if they become
seriously unwell and need specialist support not available at Mount Vernon.

“The current Mount Vernon Cancer Centre is no longer able to
support the level of cancer care that patients need today, or the
care they are likely to need in the future.”

As cancer doctors, our priority is to provide patients with the
highest quality care and access to the latest treatments and
research. We believe the best way to secure that future for Mount
Vernon Cancer Centre is to move to a site with immediate access to
acute specialist services, including intensive care, surgery and
medicine. Mount Vernon Cancer Centre Clinical Lead

and Consultant Oncologist

“The consultation found that public opinion fell into two distinct
groups, with 48% of respondents supporting the proposals and
42% opposing them. These views were strongly influenced by
the nature of the proposals and by the importance of
maintaining the calm, personalised environment that patients
value at Mount Vernon Cancer Centre, alongside concerns
about funding, deliverability and timescale.”

Support was higher among healthcare professionals, with 69%
in favour.”

“The consultation has provided valuable insight into how people think the proposals might affect families
and communities, as well as practical suggestions for how they could be improved and alternative ideas
that we are now carefully reviewing. We have heard clearly that people want access to the best possible
cancer care while also being concerned about travel, affordability and access in the future.”

The report capturing public and stakeholder feedback on proposals to relocate Mount Vernon Cancer
Centre has been published and the clinical team at the cancer centre and commissioning managers are now
working on refining the proposals following feedback from the consultation.

Without access to the wider services available on an acute hospital site, treatment options would continue to reduce, recruitment and
retention would become increasingly difficult, and the cancer centre would continue to move towards complete closure.

Watford General Hospital was identified as the preferred location because it is the closest acute hospital to the existing site and would
have the least overall impact on patient travel times for patients across all three regions the cancer centre serves. In addition, the
proposed full-scale redevelopment of the Watford site means it is possible to design and develop modern facilities for both cancer care
and other acute services.

Between January and March 2026, more than 3,500 people took part in the consultation through surveys, public meetings, roadshows
and community-led events. The consultation survey received 2,222 responses, while a community microgram programme enabled local
organisations to run their own consultation discussions, resulting in 88 independently organised community events across the area. 
The findings provide a substantial evidence base that will help form the Decision-Making Business Case which will be developed over the
summer.

Managing Director of the East of England Office of CommissioningDr Jane Halkin

Dr Amy Guppy Public consultation

As a result:

Your say

The proposals aim to secure the long-term future of specialised cancer services across Hertfordshire and parts of Bedfordshire, North
London, Buckingham and Berkshire after local and national clinical teams said the service would not be able to provide modern cancer
treatment on the current site. The report can be found at https://mvccreview.nhs.uk/document-library.

The publication follows a three-month public consultation on the proposals to move specialised cancer services to a new purpose-built
cancer centre at Watford General Hospital while expanding care closer to home through local hospitals and community services. While
patients continue to receive high-quality care from dedicated staff, the current site lacks the acute hospital services increasingly
needed to support modern cancer treatment.

Find out more

Proposals and questionnaire: www.mvccreview.nhs.uk

Events: www.mvccreview.nhs.uk/get-involved

Hear from clinicians: www.mvccreview.nhs.uk/why-change

Your views and ideas on how the proposals could be improved are important. Please get involved.

Jessamy Kinghorn 
Head of Partnerships & Engagement 

NHS England – East of England 
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Lend a hand,
share a walk,
grow a garden...

To get involved,

020 3826 2515volunteeringmvcc.enh-tr@nhs.net
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All views and
opinions

expressed in
this

newsletter
are those of

the individual
contributors.

We're also in the early stages of developing a new
volunteer driver's project, helping patients travel to and
from appointments. We'd love to hear from anyone who'd
like to be involved as it takes shape. 
Please get in touch to register your interest.

Much of what we do, including our Complementary
Therapy Service, relies on the very generous donations
from the local community and directly supports our
patients. Could you help us raise much needed funds? Host
a quiz night, run a bake sale, or help at one of our events?

New ways to get involved and
connect

News from Mount Vernon Cancer
Centre and Lynda Jackson Centre

It was a privilege to have the late garden
writer and broadcaster Matthew Biggs
lead the transformation of our outdoor
spaces surrounding the Cancer
Treatment Suite, a project inspired by his
own treatment here.

Deeply saddened by his recent passing,
we are determined to honour his memory
by continuing his wonderful work. 

Phase two of the Matthew Biggs
Sanctuary Garden begins this autumn. 

Walk and Talk
Join our friendly Walk and
Talk group on the first and
third Wednesday of each
month, 10.30–11.30am,
open to all.

Help shape a new
community garden space
on the second Monday of
each month, 10.30am–
12pm. New and
experienced gardeners
are all welcome.

Community Gardening



 
Northwood Residents’ Association Newsletter No 193 Summer 2026 15

Author talks
in libraries
Join us for upcoming author events this autumn.

Coffee & Crime with
Andrew Hunter-Murray

11 September,
3pm

Manor Farm
library

An evening with
Janice Hallett

23 September,
7.30pm

Ruislip
Manor library

Coffee & Crime with
Jenny Knightsby

25 September,
3pm

Manor Farm
library

Coffee & Crime with
Simon McCleave

2 October,
3pm

Manor Farm
library

To book these and other talks visit
discover.hillingdon.gov.uk/author-events

Hillingdon
LONDON

Hillingdon
Libraries

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make WoodsFest100 a memorable
celebration of our club and our community.

COMMUNITY NEWS

WoodsFest100 brings the community together

100 YEARS
OF THE WOODS

The event brought together local residents, families, supporters, businesses and
community groups for a relaxed day of entertainment and celebration. Held as part
of the club’s 100-year anniversary, WoodsFest100 was designed to mark not only
Northwood FC’s footballing history, but also its long-standing place at the heart of
the local community.

Visitors enjoyed a family-friendly atmosphere throughout the day, with food,
activities and attractions helping to make the event welcoming for all ages. 
The event also included a charitable element, with free entry and a suggested
donation to support good causes. Dogs were not forgotten either, with those taking
part receiving goodie bags supplied by Fauna Vets. 

While celebrating 100 years of Northwood FC, the event also helped raise funds for
Mount Vernon Cancer Centre Charity, with a particular focus on supporting the
Lynda Jackson Centre, which provides emotional support, wellbeing services and
practical help for people going through cancer treatment and for their families.

The club’s 100th year is a significant milestone, and WoodsFest100 showed how
much affection there is locally for “The Woods”. It was a fitting celebration of
football, community spirit and the people who continue to support the club’s future. Cllr Ekta Gohil visiting the NRA stand at the Woodsfest 100 event.

1925–2025Northwood Football Club’s centenary celebrations continued in style with WoodsFest100, a
community event held at Northwood Recreation Ground



 

 

NORTHWOOD LIONS CLUB CIO meets on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8pm at Holy Trinity Church Parish Rooms. 
Please contact Robert Green for information about the club and membership on 07860 324395 or 
find us on Facebook and our website www.northwoodlions.org.uk 

Susan Carr - Lions District 105a -  
Lions UK

suejcar16@gmail.com

What is Diabetes?
Diabetes means that your blood glucose, also called
blood sugar, is too high. Glucose comes from the food
you eat and cells take the glucose and turn it into
energy. But having too much glucose in your body is not
healthy

Type 1 Diabetes – often develops during childhood. The
body produces little or none of its own insulin, a
hormone that helps glucose get from the blood into the
cells. People with Type 1 need to take insulin every day.
Type 1 accounts for 10% of all diabetes in the UK.

About 3 in 5 cases of Type 2 Diabetes can be prevented or
delayed by maintaining a healthy weight, eating well and
being active.

Lions Clubs in the UK – help educate our communities

We hold information days:

On 14 November 2025,

International Diabetes Day,

Lions from Northwood and

Harrow & Pinner Clubs were

at the Aspire Leisure Centre,

Stanmore, interacting with the

public, giving free information,

and promoting walking,

cycling, dog walking, dancing

and other physical activities to

encourage the benefits of

healthy exercise.

In some areas Lions Clubs hold

free diabetes screening and

blood pressure checks

supported by medical

professionals. Scan the QR code for
a 2 minute risk
assessment

World Diabetes
Day

14 November

Lions Clubs Fighting Diabetes – working together to help our local communities

Northwood Lions Club

Type 2 Diabetes – usually develops in adulthood. 
The body does not make or use insulin well. People with
type 2 often need to take pills or insulin.

It accounts for around 90% of all diabetes within the UK.

Diabetes is deadly and debilitating...
Do you know
your risk of
Type 2 Diabetes?

Northwood & District

For all of you who have given up full time work why not try u3a Membership and start a

new chapter of your life ?

On the 1st Wednesday of every month we meet at Fairfield Church, Northwood Hills .

Time 10.30am. We always have different speakers covering a wide range of subjects 

Our August talk will be by Dr Jacqueline Campbell on CLIMATE ! 

Not to be missed !

 Just go to our website northwood.u3asite.uk. 

New friends ? What a bonus ! 
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Whats on Whats on 
NORTHWOODNORTHWOOD

Northwood and Pinner Hospital Update

Northwood Residents’ Association Newsletter No 193 Summer 2026 17
 

THE ARK
SYNAGOGUE

A Celebration in Wittlich
Jack and Ida Levy celebrate their barmitzvah and batmitzvah

in the restored Wittlich synagogue.

Jack and Ida Levy – third generation

members of The Ark Synagogue, celebrated

their barmitzvah and batmitzvah in the

restored Wittlich synagogue in a moving

service led by The Ark’s Rabbi Aaron

Goldstein.

The original synagogue was active from 1910

to 1938, before it was destroyed. Most of its

community were murdered by the Nazis,

with the survivors never returning.

Since 1979, the building has been used as a

cultural and conference centre with a small

museum inside – run by the city council.

The Levy family live about an hour from

Wittlich, and are weekly participants in The

Ark’s hybrid services, as well as its online

learning, social and cultural activities.

Dad Ben is English and Jewish, and mum Ines

is German and Catholic. They are bringing

their children up as Jewish.

Rabbi Aaron Goldstein said: 

“The joy for this family
celebration was palpable. All
the guests, whether Jewish or
not, expressed the sadness that
there was no local community
to celebrate with and the
knowledge of their fate. But to
witness a congregation in
prayer and song and to
experience two young people
reading from the Torah, with
this building’s walls once more
reverberating with Judaism,
was powerful.’’

 www.arksynagogue.org

photo credit www.engelfotografie.com

If you’ve driven along Pinner Road recently, you will have
noticed that the hoardings have been removed from the new
Health Centre site.

Now that all is revealed, we can see the revamped former
main entrance with the doors replaced by windows.

The Doctor Practices will be moving from the existing Health
Centre in Acre Way into their new premises at the end of July.

The official opening will be performed by the King’s
Representative Deputy Lieutenant for Hillingdon Borough,
probably in September.

The builders carrying out the refurbishment of the former
cottage hospital, have assured us that the War Memorials
installed in the former Cottage Hospital have been
preserved and will feature in the new Health Centre.

 Andrew Riley,
Chairman of Northwood Hills Residents’
Association

The newly refurbished Northwood Health Centre on
Pinner Road.

Council upgrades to 

civic amenity access 

to drive wider improvements



Northwood Classical Music Group 
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NEWS FROM

EASTBURY
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Too cold, too hot, too wet – gardeners and gardens have had much to 
contend with over the last few months. Nevertheless, the roses are blooming and
vegetable seeds beginning to sprout.

The Society continues to enjoy a variety of activities: plant sales, visits to
country gardens and houses, the annual show and speakers during the winter
months.

In May we visited Mottisfont combined with a visit to a delightful garden opened
under the National Gardens Scheme. Uppark and Broadhatch House were visited in
June and in September we will visit Ightham Mote and Chartwell. There are some
places still available so if you would like to join us, please contact Sue Mansfield,
01923 829939 or sueman145@gmail.com.

Our Annual Show will be on Saturday 19 September, we welcome new
members exhibiting or coming to view the exhibits and enjoying the refreshments
available.

Our speaker season begins on Monday 12 October at Eastbury Farm School.
Edward Flint is talking on Lessons from Great Dixter. We have refreshments at 7.40
followed by the talk.

New members are very welcome, the annual subscription is only £10 per household
with no charge for the speaker evenings. If you would like to join us, please contact
Tim Ellison on 01923 822162 or email ehs.members@gmail.com.

Kathy Tooley
Secretary EHS

If you enjoy having the boundaries of your musical knowledge stretched,  please
contact Mike Paddy on 07568 495 584 for more information. 

. Meetings take place at Northwood Methodist Church at 10.30 am on Tuesdays.

The riches of the world of classical music do not need Pistol’s Sword to become accessible fortunately but if those riches are to
be fully appreciated it does help to have someone with appropriate specialist skills at hand. 
Our leader, the composer Lloyd Moore, has the necessary understanding of this particular oyster and has continued to
help the Group prise open more facets of European classical music of the period following the Romantics. We have thus
reviewed British and German works and our regular sessions have been continued this year into the early summer to
look at French contributions, starting with an in-depth review of the revolutionary work of Berlioz in his Symphonie
Fantastique, followed by a similar treatment of the Symphony of César Franck. No prizes for guessing that Debussy will
be heard before the summer break, along with a discussion on where else in our musical 
world the Group continues its search for pearls.
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Meetings take place at Northwood Methodist Church 
at 11.00 am on Tuesdays. 
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After a short break in August, we’re excited to welcome
you back to our monthly Craft Markets, held on the first
Saturday of each month through to December.

✨ Discover a wide variety of beautiful handmade crafts,
including:

Unique jewellery
Adorable crocheted toys
Stunning woodwork and artwork
Candles, fabric gifts, and home accessories
 ...and much more!

🧶 Northwood Craft Market 

RNELHS Summer Update
RUISLIP ,  NORTHWOOD AND EASTCOTE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

We have now broken for summer

outings, but illustrated talks resume on

Tuesday 15 September when Brian

Greenan will present on another local

topic: The Founders of Northwood.

The Ruislip, Northwood and Eastcote Local

History Society has concluded its 2025–26

season with talks by Adrian Waddingham on

Nicholas Breakspear, the only English Pope,

and by our own Research Group Lead and

Editor, Melanie Winterbotham, on Ruislip in

the Boer War. This covered the context of the

conflict, personal stories of local men who

served in the British Forces and the dramatic

illustrations of local artists, such as Joseph

Finnemore.

Speaker meetings are held from September to

April on the third Tuesday of each month at

8pm at St Martins Church Hall, Ruislip. New

members and visitors are always welcome. See

rnelhs.org.uk for more information and for

our indexed repository of historical findings

relating to our area.

Local artist Joseph Finnemore’s painting of the Battle of Spion Kop, 24 Jan 1900 – an illustration

from Melanie Winterbotham’s talk to the March 2026 Rnelhs meeting.

The Ruislip, Northwood and Eastcote Local

History Society is dedicated to researching,

recording and sharing the rich history of our local

area. Through talks, publications and our online

repository, we aim to preserve the stories of the

people and places that have shaped our

community for future generations.

Registered Charity no. 289234 www.rnelhs.org.uk

Email: northwoodcraftmarket@hotmail.co.uk 

Methodist Church Hall, Oaklands Gate, Northwood, HA6 3AA
 🗓️ First Saturday of the Month

 🕙 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
 📅 Upcoming Dates:

 • 5th Sept • 3rd Oct • 7th Nov • 5th Dec 2026
 🎟️ Free Admission

www.northwoodcraftmarket.co.uk  



Search: MHA Communities West London Jo Wild, Volunteer 

Please contact the office on 01923 842494 or email
WestLondon@mha.org.uk 
Web: www.mha.org.uk/communities/near-me/west-london/ 

From fitting the
internal walls to

painting the walls
and doors, we

recruited a
working party

and got on with it.
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1st Northwood
Scout Group
From community support in 2017 to solar
power in 2026 – our journey to a modern,
eco-friendly Scouting Centre.

”5,000 donation from
Northwood Residents’
Association launches
the appeal.”

2017–2018

Fundraising,
grants, demolition
and construction.

2019

Purpose-built Scouting
Centre opens, serving
100+ young people
each week.

Solar panels and
battery storage
installed for a
greener future.

Back in 2017, Northwood Residents’ Association generously donated $5,000 to

our fund-raising appeal to enable us to build a new Scouting Centre in Northwood

Way. There followed many months of organising fund-raising events and submitting

grant applications until we finally had sufficient funding to go ahead.

Then came demolition of the old hut, foundations laid and a much larger structure

erected. Any work that our team of friends, parents and young people could do

themselves, they did. From fitting the internal walls to painting the walls and doors,

we recruited a working party and got on with it.

Fast forward to 2019 and we had a purpose-built scouting centre used by well over

100 young people each week, from 6-year-old Beavers at 18-year-old Explorers.

Over the next few years, various enhancements were made such as improved

heating and wifi. We are delighted to report that on one of the hottest days in June

2026, we had solar panels installed on the south-facing roof with three storage

batteries, so that we can store cheap off-peak electricity and use it in peak times.

June 2026, 1st Northwood’s eco-friendly Scouting Centre.

April 2017, Tony Ellis presents the NRA choque for $5,000 to Mike
Bennett of 1st Northwood Scout Group.

OUR JOURNEY 2017 2026

Our charity supports older people in the Northwood
community to enjoy a fuller and happier life. We achieve this by
providing a variety of activities and opportunities to meet,
including light meals and exercise.  

There is currently no membership fee but a small charge is
made to help contribute to the cost of running activities. 
The Monday morning Friendship Group has room for more
members. It lasts from 10am to 1pm and includes chair based
exercise, indoor kurling, Rummikub, quizzes and a light lunch.
This meets at Frithwood School in term time but in the holidays
it takes place in the Family room at Northwood Methodist
Church.

On Thursdays the lunchtime Soup and Sandwich offers a good
quality meal, including samosas, cakes and tea or coffee, served
by our friendly volunteers. If you know anyone who would enjoy
a good meal with company then please refer them to the office
– details below.

On August 13th the ever popular canal boat trip will take
place, thanks to sponsorship from an anonymous donor.

Local fundraising is a really important way of letting people
know we are here and helps to keep costs low for the senior
citizens who may want to get out and have company.
Fundraising concerts recently brought in over a thousand
pounds and we received a legacy and a National Lottery
Awards for All grant. We are grateful to all those who
organise fundraising, supporters and local donors. 

(formerly Northwood Live at Home)

Membership is open to anyone over 60 though most of
our members are in their eighties and nineties. Where
possible transport is provided for those who need it.  

We are always in need of more volunteer drivers as
well as befrienders for those who find it difficult to get
out.  
Our volunteer of the year award 2026 went to Pauline
Wheatcroft who has made in excess of 3,800 cups of tea
and coffee for our members after their weekly seated
exercise session.

MHA Community

To find out more about our thriving Scout Group, visit our website:
www.1stnorthwoodscouts.org.uk
or email: richard.plume@renscouts.org.uk

Richard Plume
Chairman of 1N Trustees
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CELEBRATE THE NATIONAL YEAR OF READING

Coming up: an Agatha Christie month to tie in with the
forthcoming exhibition at the British Library.

. 

GOOD BOOKS AT ST MATTHEW’S

Originally set up to for parishioners of St Matthew’s and St.
Joseph’s, Carpenders Park, all of whom are in the care of
Parish Priest Fr Tom Montgomery, our book group is now
open to anyone in the local community who enjoys reading
and talking about all manner of good books: what better way
to mark the National Year of Reading! We meet monthly and
for those who can’t attend in person our associated WhatsApp
group keeps everyone up-to-date with our chat. Our book
choices so far have ranged from Jane Austen to Nigel Slater
via T M Logan and Claudia Pineiro to name a few.

Reading William Golding’s The Spire prompted us to make a
day trip to Salisbury for a memorable tour of the cathedral,
with a bonus of a guided visit to Arundells, PM Edward
Heath’s former home.

Interested in joining us?
Email northwood@rcdow.org.uk
or phone 0123 840736 for more information.
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	Northwood  Residents’ Association
	Newsletter 193, Summer 2026
	Business News Page 2
	MP & Cllrs. Report Page 10 & 11

	BUSINESS NEWS
	Busy on the Business Front!
	It is encouraging to know Northwood continues to be an attractive area for  new and varied businesses.
	Library News
	Hello Northwood. I am writing this from Northwood Library in our ‘pop-up’ location in the Kate Fassnidge Centre. We are delighted to be part of the Northwood Community and would love to tell you what we have been up to recently and what is to come.
	Free for children 4+
	OPENING TIMES



	From the Chairman
	REPLACEMENT LIBRARY
	Still no news as to when, where or even if we are to get a new library. When asked about news, Cllr Steve Tuckwell, the Council Leader, replied “There is no substantive update at present, but I will be happy to let you know should that change.”
	Not much encouragement there!

	INTRODUCTION
	At last it is cool enough to sit at my computer  and compile a few words.
	Now I am well into my 18th year as your Chairman and still no one is knocking at the door. One of the main purposes of the NRA is to make Northwood a pleasant place in which to live so I have decided to touch on some subjects that I think will help to achieve that aim. I do hope that it doesn’t seem like a personal gripe list.

	DUCK’S HILL ROAD TRAFFIC LIGHTS
	For many weeks the traffic lights at this junction have been wrongly phased causing heavy traffic congestion. David Carson, our Traffic and Highways representative, has had an ongoing battle with Transport for London, the body responsible for their maintenance. Initially TFL said that their computers showed that the lights were functioning correctly. David would not accept this response and his constant badgering caused TfL to come and physically inspect the sequencing and finally correct the malfunction.  Well done David. See his detailed report on page 5.

	SUBJECTS FOR COMMENT
	Many of us enjoy the peace of our gardens in the summer months. Unfortunately quite a few residents employ gardeners late into the evening, Saturday afternoons and even Sundays. The noise created by machinery, especially the ubiquitous leaf blowers, totally ruins the tranquility and is most unwelcome. This is really antisocial behaviour.
	Drivers who think that they own the road by speeding and ignoring red traffic lights are both selfish and dangerous. This includes motor cyclists, many of whom should lose their licences.
	Delivery motor cyclists, nearly all of whom display L plates, are an absolute menace. One wonders why they are allowed to ply their trade without passing a driving test.
	Residents who put their rubbish out well before collection time. The use of ordinary black bags enables foxes to spread detritus everywhere. This is particularly bad in Ducks Hill Road. I wish the Council would make residents buy simple old-fashioned dustbins in which to place the black bags. Such an easy solution.

	LOCAL ELECTIONS
	The May Council elections saw the departure of Richard Lewis, re-election of Henry Higgins and the election of Ekta Gohil (see page 11). Our Councillors hold surgeries at the pop-up library in the Fassnidge Centre on the 4th Saturday of every month between 10.30 and 11.30. Do take the opportunity to discuss your points with them.

	MOUNT VERNON HOSPITAL AND  MOUNT VERNON CANCER CENTRE
	Many of you have raised concerns about the future of these two separate organisations.
	Mount Vernon Hospital is run by The Hillingdon Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust in the newer part, which still has 10 years to run on its lease and the operating theatres are being fully utilized. With the pending construction of the new hospital at Hillingdon, several departments have been transferred to Northwood so the site has become extremely busy. The new Hillingdon Hospital will not be open until 2034 at the earliest.
	The Cancer Centre is operated by East and North Hertfordshire NHS Trust. As you will read on page 13, the future of the Cancer Centre is under review. The solution is a new hospital to be built adjacent to Watford General which itself is to be rebuilt. Due to long lead times the Centre will continue at Mount Vernon for many years to come
	What are your thoughts? I’m happy to start a debate on any of these topics.

	PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
	A company by the name of Northern Trust Land has notified residents of its intention to seek planning permission to construct a development of 57 new homes. The land concerned is about 10 acres of greenbelt situated next to Mount Vernon Hospital and behind Carlton Place on Rickmansworth Road. The Company has produced a leaflet detailing the proposed plans and asking for residents’ views. It has then asked to talk to those who respond by email. The NRA has replied that it will only meet with them at a public meeting and we would ask you not to meet or talk to them individually.
	The NRA totally objects to the proposed plans for the following reasons. The site is greenbelt land, the access point onto Rickmansworth Road is unsafe, the nearest state secondary schools are in Northwood Hills, there are insufficient nearby medical facilities and the nearest shops are not within walking distance.

	CONCLUSION
	As ever, my thanks and appreciation go to all of the NRA team from Road Stewards to Committee members. Your hard work and devotion make the NRA a success. Thanks also to our local MP, Councillors and Police for their valuable contributions.
	During this very hot weather, our thanks are due to Council workers, who carry out their manual work as normal.
	Tony Ellis   BEM
	We will keep you informed of further developments.
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	Helpful Neighbours Clear-Up
	Putting rubbish out on the correct day helps keep our streets tidy and prevents animals from spreading waste across the neighbourhood.
	Helpful neighbours and quick clear-up
	What residents can do
	Businesses too
	Pavement Mayhem

	Treasurer’s Update
	Thank you all for paying so promptly this year.
	BANK DETAILS
	Jan Harding



	Northwood Ward Policing Update
	Your local policing team continues to tackle the issues that matter most—making Northwood  a safer, more confident community for everyone.
	TARGETED ACTION TO START THE YEAR
	Over the past year, the Northwood Ward policing team has continued to focus on tackling key local concerns, including shoplifting, anti-social behaviour, and drug-related activity. The year began with a targeted three-day operation, which led to multiple arrests, disruption of drug supply networks, and close partnership working with the council and other agencies.

	A LONGER-TERM, PROBLEM-SOLVING APPROACH
	Since then, officers have adopted a longer-term, problem-solving approach. This includes rebuilding trust with local businesses to encourage crime reporting, alongside a clear zero-tolerance stance on shoplifting. Repeat offenders have been targeted through Criminal Behaviour Orders (CBOs), while enforcement action has also been taken against addresses linked to criminal activity, including closures and evictions.
	POSITIVE RESULTS AND IMPROVING CONFIDENCE

	MAKING A DIFFERENCE


	35%
	The shoplifting detection rate in Northwood now stands at 35%, significantly higher than average.
	These combined efforts have delivered positive results. After an initial increase in reporting—reflecting improved confidence—offences have begun to fall. Notably, the shoplifting detection rate in Northwood now stands at 35%, significantly higher than average.
	Gareth Blackburn | PS 242WA

	ENGAGED IN THE COMMUNITY
	The team has also remained active in community engagement and continues to support wider investigations using strong local knowledge.
	Working together for a safer Northwood
	Northwood Residents’ Association
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	A Message From Our MP, David Simmonds
	I continue to stand up for our community – championing local health services, fair decisions, and the issues that matter most to residents.
	Supporting Hospice Care
	It was a privilege to run in support of the Michael Sobell Hospice at this year's London Marathon. Thanks to the generosity of residents, friends and family, I raised over £1700 for the charity. I hope this will make a valuable contribution to their important work.
	To contact Northwood MP, David Simmonds CBE:
	Email: david.simmonds.mp@parliament.uk House of Commons, Westminster, London, SW1A 0AA
	You can follow his work on the website: www.davidsimmonds.org.uk and on Twitter: @DSimmonds_RNP or Facebook: DavidSimmondsMP

	Standing Up for Local Health Services
	Local health matters continue to be a priority. After closing the urgent care centre last year, NHS England recently published its consultation findings on proposals to move the cancer centre from Mount Vernon to Watford General. Removing key services from the site has left residents understandably concerned about its future, as well as the accessibility of healthcare locally.

	Raising Concerns in Parliament
	I had the opportunity to raise this at Prime Minister's Questions in April, in the hope that it would encourage engagement and action from the very top of government. However, almost two months later, I received a reticent and non-committal letter from the Health Minister, Karin Smyth. It is hardly surprising given the lack of interest from the Department ahead of the urgent care centre closure, despite overwhelming support to keep it open.
	Keeping the Trust Accountable
	Finally, I am grateful to the Ark Synagogue and the Northwood and Ruislip United Synagogue for inviting me to visit. These were an opportunity to discuss the priorities for – and issues facing – the Jewish community, both in Northwood and more widely. I am also pleased to receive positive feedback about local police teams, who are offering crucial reassurance at this volatile time.
	I continue to serve and support residents through my office and regular surgeries.
	If you would like to get in touch, or follow updates, please use the contact details above.

	On that note, despite assurances from management that the move from Mount Vernon to Hillingdon has been going well, resident experiences suggest otherwise. In fact, I understand the Trust recently put out a request on social media essentially advising against travel to A&E because it was 'extremely busy'. This is a key concern I raised at the time so while there is a temptation to say 'I told you so', it is more important to stress that patient health should not suffer because of poor decision-making. As such, I have raised this with the Trust, and I will continue to hold them to account.

	Positive Progress for New Hospital
	In more positive local health news, the Northwood and Pinner Cottage Hospital is reaching completion. I have said many times before that this project has been long overdue, and I am delighted that residents will soon benefit from a high-quality health facility. I look forward to visiting the site soon.

	ULEZ Expansion – A Cost for Local Drivers
	Following the introduction of ULEZ by the Mayor of London, residents may have – in good faith – given up their non-compliant cars to invest in electric vehicles (EVs) or plug-in hybrids. The current Government has announced these will soon be subject to a new Pay Per Mile scheme, which could amount to an additional £172 per year for many constituents who own an EV.

	Listening and Taking Action
	I am deeply sympathetic to drivers in Northwood who are still adapting to Sadiq Khan's reckless ULEZ expansion and this further proves that it was nothing more than a revenue raising exercise. I will be engaging on this matter as we move forward into the summer.

	Supporting local people when they need us most
	Many people know of hospices, but fewer realise the range of care and support they provide. At Harlington Hospice, we help local people and their families through some of the most difficult times in their lives.
	Based at Michael Sobell House in Northwood, our teams provide specialist care for people living with life-limiting illnesses, helping them feel comfortable, supported and in control. We care for the whole person, not just their illness, supporting families too.
	We are proud that our recent Care Quality Commission (CQC) inspection rated Michael Sobell Hospice as Good, recognising the quality of care we provide and the improvements we continue to make. The report highlighted the strength of our leadership, our focus on learning and improving, and the exceptional way our teams work together with patients, families and healthcare partners.
	Most importantly, our care is built around what matters to each person, whether that means managing symptoms, supporting independence, or helping someone achieve their wishes.
	As a local charity, we rely on our community. Every donation, volunteer and act of support helps us continue providing free care when it is needed most.
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	The Hillingdon Hospitals
	NHS Foundation Trust
	Fit for our future



	NHS
	The Hillingdon Hospitals
	SEGMENT 1
	1. National Oversight Framework Position
	2. Theatre utilisation – second highest in the country
	3. Hillingdon is UK first for respiratory study
	4. Builder appointed for new Hillingdon Hospital
	5. New robot for knee surgery



	Mount Vernon Cancer Centre
	Next steps to secure the future of specialist cancer services
	Your say
	The report capturing public and stakeholder feedback on proposals to relocate Mount Vernon Cancer Centre has been published and the clinical team at the cancer centre and commissioning managers are now working on refining the proposals following feedback from the consultation.
	The proposals aim to secure the long-term future of specialised cancer services across Hertfordshire and parts of Bedfordshire, North London, Buckingham and Berkshire after local and national clinical teams said the service would not be able to provide modern cancer treatment on the current site. The report can be found at https://mvccreview.nhs.uk/document-library.
	The publication follows a three-month public consultation on the proposals to move specialised cancer services to a new purpose-built cancer centre at Watford General Hospital while expanding care closer to home through local hospitals and community services. While patients continue to receive high-quality care from dedicated staff, the current site lacks the acute hospital services increasingly needed to support modern cancer treatment.

	As a result:
	Patients with blood cancer can no longer be treated at Mount Vernon Cancer Centre
	Some patients with complex medical needs already receive treatment elsewhere
	Early-phase clinical trials cannot be delivered on the current site
	Some patients require transfer by ambulance to other hospitals during treatment if they become seriously unwell and need specialist support not available at Mount Vernon.
	Without access to the wider services available on an acute hospital site, treatment options would continue to reduce, recruitment and retention would become increasingly difficult, and the cancer centre would continue to move towards complete closure.
	Watford General Hospital was identified as the preferred location because it is the closest acute hospital to the existing site and would have the least overall impact on patient travel times for patients across all three regions the cancer centre serves. In addition, the proposed full-scale redevelopment of the Watford site means it is possible to design and develop modern facilities for both cancer care and other acute services.
	Between January and March 2026, more than 3,500 people took part in the consultation through surveys, public meetings, roadshows and community-led events. The consultation survey received 2,222 responses, while a community microgram programme enabled local organisations to run their own consultation discussions, resulting in 88 independently organised community events across the area.  The findings provide a substantial evidence base that will help form the Decision-Making Business Case which will be developed over the summer.


	Dr Amy Guppy
	Public consultation
	Dr Jane Halkin
	Find out more
	Jessamy Kinghorn  Head of Partnerships & Engagement  NHS England – East of England




	Lend a hand, share a walk, grow a garden...
	News from Mount Vernon Cancer Centre and Lynda Jackson Centre
	It was a privilege to have the late garden writer and broadcaster Matthew Biggs lead the transformation of our outdoor spaces surrounding the Cancer Treatment Suite, a project inspired by his own treatment here.
	Deeply saddened by his recent passing, we are determined to honour his memory by continuing his wonderful work.
	Phase two of the Matthew Biggs Sanctuary Garden begins this autumn.
	New ways to get involved and connect
	Walk and Talk
	We're also in the early stages of developing a new volunteer driver's project, helping patients travel to and from appointments. We'd love to hear from anyone who'd like to be involved as it takes shape.  Please get in touch to register your interest.
	Much of what we do, including our Complementary Therapy Service, relies on the very generous donations from the local community and directly supports our patients. Could you help us raise much needed funds? Host a quiz night, run a bake sale, or help at one of our events?
	Community Gardening

	To get involved,
	volunteeringmvcc.enh-tr@nhs.net
	020 3826 2515


	All views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual contributors.
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	WoodsFest100 brings the community together
	Northwood Football Club’s centenary celebrations continued in style with WoodsFest100, a community event held at Northwood Recreation Ground
	The event brought together local residents, families, supporters, businesses and community groups for a relaxed day of entertainment and celebration. Held as part of the club’s 100-year anniversary, WoodsFest100 was designed to mark not only Northwood FC’s footballing history, but also its long-standing place at the heart of the local community.
	Visitors enjoyed a family-friendly atmosphere throughout the day, with food, activities and attractions helping to make the event welcoming for all ages.  The event also included a charitable element, with free entry and a suggested donation to support good causes. Dogs were not forgotten either, with those taking part receiving goodie bags supplied by Fauna Vets.
	While celebrating 100 years of Northwood FC, the event also helped raise funds for Mount Vernon Cancer Centre Charity, with a particular focus on supporting the Lynda Jackson Centre, which provides emotional support, wellbeing services and practical help for people going through cancer treatment and for their families.
	The club’s 100th year is a significant milestone, and WoodsFest100 showed how much affection there is locally for “The Woods”. It was a fitting celebration of football, community spirit and the people who continue to support the club’s future.



	Author talks in libraries
	Coffee & Crime with Andrew Hunter-Murray
	An evening with Janice Hallett
	Hillingdon
	Hillingdon Libraries
	Coffee & Crime with Jenny Knightsby
	Coffee & Crime with Simon McCleave
	To book these and other talks visit


	discover.hillingdon.gov.uk/author-events
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	Northwood & District
	New friends ? What a bonus !
	For all of you who have given up full time work why not try u3a Membership and start a new chapter of your life ? On the 1st Wednesday of every month we meet at Fairfield Church, Northwood Hills . Time 10.30am. We always have different speakers covering a wide range of subjects  Our August talk will be by Dr Jacqueline Campbell on CLIMATE !  Not to be missed !  Just go to our website northwood.u3asite.uk.


	Northwood Lions Club
	Lions Clubs Fighting Diabetes – working together to help our local communities
	What is Diabetes?
	Lions Clubs in the UK – help educate our communities
	Diabetes means that your blood glucose, also called blood sugar, is too high. Glucose comes from the food you eat and cells take the glucose and turn it into energy. But having too much glucose in your body is not healthy
	We hold information days: On 14 November 2025, International Diabetes Day, Lions from Northwood and Harrow & Pinner Clubs were at the Aspire Leisure Centre, Stanmore, interacting with the public, giving free information, and promoting walking, cycling, dog walking, dancing and other physical activities to encourage the benefits of healthy exercise.
	In some areas Lions Clubs hold free diabetes screening and blood pressure checks supported by medical professionals.
	Type 1 Diabetes – often develops during childhood. The body produces little or none of its own insulin, a hormone that helps glucose get from the blood into the cells. People with Type 1 need to take insulin every day.
	Type 1 accounts for 10% of all diabetes in the UK.
	Type 2 Diabetes – usually develops in adulthood.  The body does not make or use insulin well. People with type 2 often need to take pills or insulin.

	It accounts for around 90% of all diabetes within the UK.
	Do you know your risk of
	Type 2 Diabetes?
	Scan the QR code for a 2 minute risk assessment

	Diabetes is deadly and debilitating...
	About 3 in 5 cases of Type 2 Diabetes can be prevented or delayed by maintaining a healthy weight, eating well and being active.
	NORTHWOOD LIONS CLUB CIO meets on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8pm at Holy Trinity Church Parish Rooms.  Please contact Robert Green for information about the club and membership on 07860 324395 or  find us on Facebook and our website www.northwoodlions.org.uk


	Newsletter No 193 Summer 2026
	Northwood Residents’ Association


	Whats on
	NORTHWOOD
	A Celebration in Wittlich
	Rabbi Aaron Goldstein said:
	“The joy for this family celebration was palpable. All the guests, whether Jewish or not, expressed the sadness that there was no local community to celebrate with and the knowledge of their fate. But to witness a congregation in prayer and song and to experience two young people reading from the Torah, with this building’s walls once more reverberating with Judaism, was powerful.’’
	www.arksynagogue.org
	Council upgrades to  civic amenity access  to drive wider improvements

	Northwood and Pinner Hospital Update
	If you’ve driven along Pinner Road recently, you will have noticed that the hoardings have been removed from the new Health Centre site.
	Now that all is revealed, we can see the revamped former main entrance with the doors replaced by windows.
	The Doctor Practices will be moving from the existing Health Centre in Acre Way into their new premises at the end of July.
	The official opening will be performed by the King’s Representative Deputy Lieutenant for Hillingdon Borough, probably in September.
	The newly refurbished Northwood Health Centre on Pinner Road.
	The builders carrying out the refurbishment of the former cottage hospital, have assured us that the War Memorials installed in the former Cottage Hospital have been preserved and will feature in the new Health Centre.
	Andrew Riley, Chairman of Northwood Hills Residents’ Association

	NEWS FROM


	EASTBURY
	HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
	Too cold, too hot, too wet – gardeners and gardens have had much to  contend with over the last few months. Nevertheless, the roses are blooming and vegetable seeds beginning to sprout.
	The Society continues to enjoy a variety of activities: plant sales, visits to country gardens and houses, the annual show and speakers during the winter months.
	In May we visited Mottisfont combined with a visit to a delightful garden opened under the National Gardens Scheme. Uppark and Broadhatch House were visited in June and in September we will visit Ightham Mote and Chartwell. There are some places still available so if you would like to join us, please contact Sue Mansfield, 01923 829939 or sueman145@gmail.com.
	Our Annual Show will be on Saturday 19 September, we welcome new members exhibiting or coming to view the exhibits and enjoying the refreshments available.
	Our speaker season begins on Monday 12 October at Eastbury Farm School. Edward Flint is talking on Lessons from Great Dixter. We have refreshments at 7.40 followed by the talk.
	New members are very welcome, the annual subscription is only £10 per household with no charge for the speaker evenings. If you would like to join us, please contact Tim Ellison on 01923 822162 or email ehs.members@gmail.com.
	Kathy Tooley

	Northwood Classical Music Group
	The riches of the world of classical music do not need Pistol’s Sword to become accessible fortunately but if those riches are to be fully appreciated it does help to have someone with appropriate specialist skills at hand.  Our leader, the composer Lloyd Moore, has the necessary understanding of this particular oyster and has continued to help the Group prise open more facets of European classical music of the period following the Romantics. We have thus reviewed British and German works and our regular sessions have been continued this year into the early summer to look at French contributions, starting with an in-depth review of the revolutionary work of Berlioz in his Symphonie Fantastique, followed by a similar treatment of the Symphony of César Franck. No prizes for guessing that Debussy will be heard before the summer break, along with a discussion on where else in our musical  world the Group continues its search for pearls.
	If you enjoy having the boundaries of your musical knowledge stretched,  please contact Mike Paddy on 07568 495 584 for more information.
	. Meetings take place at Northwood Methodist Church at 10.30 am on Tuesdays.
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	RNELHS
	Summer Update
	RUISLIP, NORTHWOOD AND EASTCOTE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
	Registered Charity no. 289234
	www.rnelhs.org.uk
	After a short break in August, we’re excited to welcome you back to our monthly Craft Markets, held on the first Saturday of each month through to December.
	✨ Discover a wide variety of beautiful handmade crafts, including:
	Unique jewellery
	Adorable crocheted toys
	Stunning woodwork and artwork
	Candles, fabric gifts, and home accessories
	...and much more!
	Methodist Church Hall, Oaklands Gate, Northwood, HA6 3AA  🗓️ First Saturday of the Month  🕙 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM  📅 Upcoming Dates:  • 5th Sept • 3rd Oct • 7th Nov • 5th Dec 2026  🎟️ Free Admission

	🧶 Northwood Craft Market
	(formerly Northwood Live at Home)

	Our charity supports older people in the Northwood community to enjoy a fuller and happier life. We achieve this by providing a variety of activities and opportunities to meet, including light meals and exercise.
	There is currently no membership fee but a small charge is made to help contribute to the cost of running activities.  The Monday morning Friendship Group has room for more members. It lasts from 10am to 1pm and includes chair based exercise, indoor kurling, Rummikub, quizzes and a light lunch. This meets at Frithwood School in term time but in the holidays it takes place in the Family room at Northwood Methodist Church.
	On Thursdays the lunchtime Soup and Sandwich offers a good quality meal, including samosas, cakes and tea or coffee, served by our friendly volunteers. If you know anyone who would enjoy a good meal with company then please refer them to the office – details below.
	On August 13th the ever popular canal boat trip will take place, thanks to sponsorship from an anonymous donor.
	Local fundraising is a really important way of letting people know we are here and helps to keep costs low for the senior citizens who may want to get out and have company. Fundraising concerts recently brought in over a thousand pounds and we received a legacy and a National Lottery Awards for All grant. We are grateful to all those who organise fundraising, supporters and local donors.
	Membership is open to anyone over 60 though most of our members are in their eighties and nineties. Where possible transport is provided for those who need it.
	We are always in need of more volunteer drivers as well as befrienders for those who find it difficult to get out.   Our volunteer of the year award 2026 went to Pauline Wheatcroft who has made in excess of 3,800 cups of tea and coffee for our members after their weekly seated exercise session.
	Jo Wild, Volunteer



	1st Northwood Scout Group
	From community support in 2017 to solar power in 2026 – our journey to a modern, eco-friendly Scouting Centre.
	Back in 2017, Northwood Residents’ Association generously donated $5,000 to our fund-raising appeal to enable us to build a new Scouting Centre in Northwood Way. There followed many months of organising fund-raising events and submitting grant applications until we finally had sufficient funding to go ahead.
	Then came demolition of the old hut, foundations laid and a much larger structure erected. Any work that our team of friends, parents and young people could do themselves, they did. From fitting the internal walls to painting the walls and doors, we recruited a working party and got on with it.
	Fast forward to 2019 and we had a purpose-built scouting centre used by well over 100 young people each week, from 6-year-old Beavers at 18-year-old Explorers. Over the next few years, various enhancements were made such as improved heating and wifi. We are delighted to report that on one of the hottest days in June 2026, we had solar panels installed on the south-facing roof with three storage batteries, so that we can store cheap off-peak electricity and use it in peak times.
	www.1stnorthwoodscouts.org.uk
	Richard Plume
	Chairman of 1N Trustees
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	CELEBRATE THE NATIONAL YEAR OF READING
	Interested in joining us?


	GOOD BOOKS AT ST MATTHEW’S
	Originally set up to for parishioners of St Matthew’s and St. Joseph’s, Carpenders Park, all of whom are in the care of Parish Priest Fr Tom Montgomery, our book group is now open to anyone in the local community who enjoys reading and talking about all manner of good books: what better way to mark the National Year of Reading! We meet monthly and for those who can’t attend in person our associated WhatsApp group keeps everyone up-to-date with our chat. Our book choices so far have ranged from Jane Austen to Nigel Slater via T M Logan and Claudia Pineiro to name a few.
	Reading William Golding’s The Spire prompted us to make a day trip to Salisbury for a memorable tour of the cathedral, with a bonus of a guided visit to Arundells, PM Edward Heath’s former home.
	Coming up: an Agatha Christie month to tie in with the forthcoming exhibition at the British Library.
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